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TO MY READERS

| have to begin with an apology. The document | have shared is a rough draft, an
unpolished version of what | had hoped would have been a more thorough,
comprehensive guide to the general election. But then Suga resigned, the LDP
leadership election got interesting, and then Kishida called a general election earlier
than expected and in a much shorter time frame. | simply ran out of time to make this
into what | wanted it to be. Nevertheless, | still hope you will find it of interest, perhaps
something of a program for watching Japan’s election night.

This is the latest version of something | have been doing since the 2009 general
election, when | went prefecture by prefecture reviewing and forecasting that general
election. | have what one might call obsessive tendencies. When it comes to watching
Japan’s elections, | don’t feel comfortable commenting on it until | have looked closely
at the single-member district races, which is, after all, where the election happens. | like
to get my hands dirty with the data, whether that data is past results in a given
constituency, public opinion polling, or qualitative data in the form of news reports or,
when travel allows, my own first-hand visits. | try to use some combination of the above
— plus my “gut” when it comes to calling close races — to make predictions about each
district race. With more time, | would have been able to provide more granular details
about each race and maybe make more confident forecasts. The maps, meanwhile, are
courtesy of the excellent candidates2021.info. | encourage you to use their map tool to
make your own forecasts in the hours before the polls close.

As it stands, | am not entirely sure how confident | am in this forecast. Is the scenario
depicted here plausible? Absolutely — | feel confident that the LDP will lose dozens of
seats on Sunday, 31 October. Would | put money on having the right number exactly on
target? Not necessarily. | should also add that in the past | have tried to model
proportional representation outcomes using a D’Hondt method calculator, estimating
different outcomes based on turnout. | did not have the time for that approach, so the
PR forecast included within is based on my best estimates after looking at the many
publicly available polls and past PR election results. | should also add that this forecast
is not based on a dramatic change in turnout compared with 2017 or 2014.

| still hope that this guide helps provide the “story” of the election, which | think is a story
of three elections. The first, it features highly competitive races from the Kanto east and,
to a lesser extent, west between Tokyo and Osaka. Second, in the latest “boom” phase
in Ishin no kai’s history of boom-and-bust cycles, Ishin is poised to deliver a major blow
to LDP candidates in Osaka. Third, with a handful of exceptions, the LDP remains
dominant west of Osaka, a major barrier to any opposition bid for power. Whatever the
final numbers end up being, the general election will likely bear out this pattern.

Finally, thank you for your interest in this work. | welcome your comments, and hope to
use this as the foundation for a more polished publication next general election.

-Tobias
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THE 49™ GENERAL ELECTION

At 8pm JST on Sunday, 31 October, the polls will close for the forty-ninth election for
Japan’s House of Representatives, the lower house of the Diet.

A general election, voters will be selecting the 465 members of the lower chamber
through a mixed-member electoral system. 289 are selected in single-member
constituencies. The Supreme Court having ruled that elections conducted with
excessive discrepancy in the ratio of the population of the most populous constituency
to the least populous are in a “state of unconstitutionality,” the Diet mandated periodic
adjustments to keep the ratio at less than 2. Meanwhile, the remaining 176 are elected
via proportional representation, distributed across eleven regional blocks. Voters cast
two ballots, one for an individual candidate in the single-member district, one for a party
in proportional representation. The system also enables “dual candidacies,” whereby a
candidate in a single-member district can be included on the party’s PR list and “revived”
via PR if the losing candidate performs well enough against the winner (relative to other
losing candidates from his or her party).

There are a few key numbers when assessing the outcome of a general election. First,
for a simple majority, a party (or coalition) needs to win 233 seats. A simple majority
does not, however, ensure absolute control of the parliamentary process because
parliamentary business is conducted via committees, and committee seats are
distributed through a proportional formula. Therefore, for a stable majority, which refers
to a ruling party or coalition controlling all chairmanships and exactly half the seats on
committees, the winners need 244 seats. In this scenario, committee chairs might have
to use their authority to break ties in their committees, which can be risky for the
government. Even more secure for the ruling party or parties is 261 seats, the threshold
for a “absolutely stable majority,” giving the ruling parties majorities on every committee
and therefore enabling them to move legislation out of committee without requiring
extraordinary intervention from the chair. Finally, a ruling party or coalition needs 310
seats for a supermaijority, necessary to pass constitutional amendments and overrule an
upper house veto.

The Liberal Democratic Party, Japan’s long-dominant ruling party, and its junior coalition
partner Komeito entered the election campaign with 305 seats between them, 276 seats
for the LDP and 29 for Komeito. They have been at or around the supermajority
threshold for most of the past decade, since the 2012 general election ushered the
coalition back into power after three years in opposition. The ruling coalition can afford
to lose 72 seats before reaching what Prime Minister KISHIDA Fumio has described as
his “victory line,” a simple majority for the ruling coalition. For the LDP itself, a loss of
more than 43 seats would mean the loss of a simple majority for itself and would also
come close to bringing the ruling coalition below the “absolutely stable majority” line.

While the ruling coalition’s majority is not in danger, the following forecast will show that
a loss of 40-50 seats for the ruling coalition — mainly the LDP — is well within the realm
of possibility. This outcome will have significant implications for the ability of the newly
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formed Kishida government to move legislation, control ruling party backbenchers, and
pursue potentially controversial policy changes.

The LDP was aware of the possibility, which is precisely why the party pressured former
prime minister SUGA Yoshihide to not seek another term as the LDP’s leader, freeing
the party to choose a different party president to lead the ruling coalition into the general
election that had to be held no later than 28 November due the end of the House of
Representatives’s four-year term in October. But it is unknown whether Kishida, who
was not the popular choice to succeed Suga, will be able to forestall the more dire
scenarios for the ruling party.

The opposition, meanwhile, is more energized than it has been since the 2009 general
election that ushered the former Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) into power. While the
opposition, led by the Constitutional Democratic Party (CDP), a DPJ splinter party, is
unlikely to win a majority in this general election, it is better positioned to reduce the
LDP’s majority than in any of the elections since the DPJ lost power in 2012. The most
significant development has been the Japanese Communist Party’s (JCP) “strategic
turn.” The JCP abandoned decades of resistance to cooperation with mainstream
parties and reached an agreement with the Constitutional Democratic Party in which the
JCP signaled that it would be willing to function as an outside partner of a CDP-led
government. This agreement was accompanied by deepening electoral cooperation
between the CDP and the JCP, as the latter agreed to stand down numerous
candidates in single-member constituencies, constituencies where in past elections
Communist candidates received more than enough votes to deprive other opposition
candidates of victory over LDP candidates. The JCP will be running candidates in only
106 of 289 single-member districts, its lowest total since the new electoral system was
introduced in 1996. Its 130 total candidates (including PR) are almost half as many as
the 243 candidates it ran in 2017. At a stroke, dozens of electoral districts have become
more competitive, with fewer non-LDP candidates dividing the vote.

The numbers bear it out. Coordination among opposition parties has resulted in only
1,051 candidates running overall, the lowest number under the current electoral system.
140 of the 289 single-member districts feature a head-to-head race between a ruling
coalition candidate and a single opposition candidate. Another 69 districts feature an
opposition alliance candidate plus an additional opposition candidate, most commonly
from the Osaka-based Nippon Ishin party, which is trying to expand beyond the greater
Osaka region. The competition between ruling coalition and opposition alliance has
been made clearer by the parties’ manifestos, as the LDP is running on a continuation
of Abe’s economic program (“Abenomics”) with some new industrial policy additions and
more robust national security policies, while the CDP and its partners are calling for
policies to promote diversity and pluralism and build a larger welfare state, as well as
foreign policy centered on diplomacy.

It will therefore be the most notable, and consequential general election Japan has had
in years. It is the first election since ABE Shinzd left the premiership, giving voters the
opportunity to pass judgment on his legacy. It is, of course, the first nationwide electoral
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test for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party-Komeito coalition since the Covid-19
pandemic began. It is the first electoral test for newly elected Prime Minister KISHIDA
Fumio. And, as LDP leaders have stressed, it is an opportunity for voters to render their
judgment on the CDP'’s alliance with the JCP.

The most important question is what voters will make of all of this. To some extent, the
most important feature of Abe’s second administration (2012-2020) was low voter
turnout in national elections. The 2012 general election that brought the LDP back into
power saw turnout fall from 69.28% in 2009 to a postwar record low of 59.32%. Two
years later, turnout plummeted even further, setting a new record low of 52.66%, and
barely changed in 2017, rising to 53.68%. Turnout was similarly depressed in upper
house elections in 2013, 2016, and 2019, falling below 50% in 2019. Low turnout
enabled the LDP to retain large majorities because it meant that the LDP and Komeito
“organized votes” were a relatively larger share of the electorate, as the voters who
stayed home were generally independent “floating” voters who opposition parties have
to turn out in order to win. By staying home, voters gave their tacit endorsement to
Abe’s administration and voiced their disapproval of the former DPJ and its successors
as contenders for power. (It is not insignificant that “there is no alternative” was the most
commonly given reason in opinion polls for supporting the Abe cabinet.) The CDP’s
alliance with the JCP is first and foremost a response to this trend, a new strategy for
winning seats in an era when the opposition cannot rely on independents to turn out in
great numbers.

Will voters come to the polls in greater numbers in 2021 than in 2017 or 20147 The

early signs suggest that this year could be little different than before, which may work in
the Kishida government’s favor. But it would not take a large increase in turnout for the
scenario outlined in this guide to look overly optimistic for the ruling coalition. Either way,
we will know soon enough.
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SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

LDP CDP Komeito | Ishin | DPFP | JCP Ind. NHK SDP
Hokkaido | 4 (-1) 8 (+2) 0 (-1) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tohoku 13 (-5) 10 (+5) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kita- 24 (-4) 7 (+3) 0 0 0 0 1(+#+1) |0 0
Kanto
Minami- 17 (-9) 16 (+9) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kanto
Tokyo 12 (-8) 12 (+8) 1(-) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hokuriku- | 9 (-4) 10 (+4) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Shinetsu
Tokai 19 (-4) 12 (+6) 0 0 1(-) 0 0(-2) |0 0
Kinki 19 (-13) | 5(+2) 6 (-) 14 2(-) 0 1(+1) | O(-1) 0
(+11)
Chugoku 18 (-1) 1(-) 1(+1) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Shikoku 7 (-1) 2(-) 0 0 1(-) 0 1(+#+1) |0 0
Kyushu 18 (-10) | 11 (+7) 0 0 1(-) 1(-) 3(+3) |0 1(-)
Total 160 (- 94 (+46) | 8 (-) 14 5(-) 1(-) 6 (+4) | 0(-1) 1(-)
60) (+11)
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PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION BLOCKS

LDP CDP Komeito | JCP Ishin DPFP Reiwa
Hokkaido 3 (-) 3 (-) 1(-) 1(+1) 0 0 0
(8)
Tohoku 6 (+1) 4 (+1) 2 (+1) 1(-) 0 0 0
(13)
Kita-Kanto | 7 (-) 6 (+1) 2 (-1) 2 (+1) 1(+1) 1(+1) 0
(19)
Minami- 8 (-) 6 (+1) 3 (+1) 2(-) 2 (+1) 0 1(+1)
Kanto (22)
Tokyo (17) | 6 (-) 4 (-) 2(-) 2(-) 2(-) 0 1(+1)
Hokuritsu- | 4 (-1) 4 (+2) 1(-) 1(-) 1(+1) 0 0
Shinetsu
(11)
Tokai (21) | 9 (+1) 6 (+1) 2(-) 2 (+1) 2 (+1) 0 0
Kinki (28) 9 (-) 4 (-1) 4 (-) 3 (+1) 8 (+3) 0 0
Chugoku 5 (-) 2 (-1) 2(-) 1(+1) 1(+1) 0 0
(11)
Shikoku 3 (-) 2 (+1) 1(-) 0 0 0 0
(6)
Kyushu 9 (+2) 6 (+3) 3 (-) 1(-) 1(-) 0 0
(20)
Total 69 (+3) | 47 (+8) | 23 (#1) 16 (+5) | 18 (+8) | 1 (+1) 2 (+2)
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TOTAL SEAT TOTALS

Party | LDP | Komeito | CDP | JCP | SDP | Reiwa | DPFP | Ishin | Ind.

SMD | 160 (- | 8 (1) 94 1) [1() |0(-1) [5() |14 6
60) (+46) (+11) | (+4)

PR |69 |23(+1) |47 16 |0(-1) |2(+2) |1(+1) |18 0(-)
(+3) (+8) | (+5) (+8)

Total | 229 (- | 31 (+1) |[141 |17 |1(-1) |2(*2) |6 (+1) | 32 6
57) (+54) | (+5) (+19) | (+4)

If the LDP’s 57-seat loss looks large — and larger than other estimates — that is partly a
function of how | am counting wins and losses. In the several dozen districts where
seats have been vacated by retirement or resignation, | am assessing the seat as a
pickup or loss based on which party previously held the seat. As such, that makes the
LDP’s losses look bigger than otherwise. The numbers could shift post-election as
victorious independents join ranks with other parties.

The bottom line is that the LDP could finish at or just below the 233 seats needed for an
absolute majority independent of its coalition and the coalition will be around the 261
needed for an absolutely stable majority.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BALANCE

@ LDP

@® Komeito
CDP

® JCP

@ SDOP

® Reiwa

@® DPFP

® Ishin

@ Independent
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HOKKAIDO BLOCK

4,492,222 voters (October 2021)
Eight PR seats
12 Constituencies

10
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HOKKAIDO SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 4 -1

CDP 8 +2
Komeito 0 -1

With the JCP agreeing to withdraw more candidates, my base case has the CDP
winning the bulk of the prefecture’s twelve districts, with Komeito and the LDP each
losing one seat in the prefecture.

HOKKAIDO PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party Total Change
LDP 3 -

CcDP 3 -
Komeito 1 -

JCP 1 +1

11




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

**Hokkaido #1***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MICHISHITA CDP 1x n/a BT K&
Daiki

FUNAHASHI LDP 2x Aso AERIE
Toshimitsu

KOBAYASHI Ishin 0x n/a K R
Satoru

This district, which represents most of prefectural capital Sapporo, has been
represented by opposition candidates for all but one legislative term since the first
election under the new electoral system in 1996. YOKOMICHI Takahiro, who
represented Hokkaido’s former first district for decades as a Socialist Party lawmaker,
held the seat from 1996-2012 and from 2014-2017 as a Democratic Party of Japan
lawmaker before retiring. Michishita, who won his first term in 2017, was a prefectural

assembly member who had formerly worked as Yokomichi’s secretary.

This seat’s history as an opposition stronghold and Michishita’s victory by a
comfortable margin in 2017 over LDP candidate FUNAHASHI Toshimitsu suggest that
Michishita should win a second term comfortably. However, the late entry of
KOBAYASHI Satoru, Ishin no Kai’s candidate, into the race complicates the outlook.
The only time the opposition lost this seat was in 2012, when it was a four-way race as
first iteration of Ishin no Kai and local party New Party Great Earth also fielded
candidates. The national trend, Michishita’s incumbency, and the likelihood that
Kobayashi could take votes from both candidates suggests that the CDP should retain
the seat, but the margin of victory could still be narrow.

CALL: CDP hold

Hokkaido #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUKI CDP 5x n/a WARGFRD
Kenko
TAKAHASHI LDP 0x TBD =EE®HN
Yusuke
YAMAZAKI Ishin 0x n/a 1L 5 SR
lzumi

12
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Matsuki, who won this seat in the April 2021 by-election comfortably over a field
comprised mainly of independents, has had a long and not entirely successful career in
Hokkaido politics. Once a member of Ozawa Ichird’s Liberal Party, who followed Ozawa
into the DPJ, Matsuki finished in second and won PR seats in Hokkaido’s twelfth district
in 2003 and 2005 and then defeated LDP veteran TAKEBE Tsutomu in 2009. But
Matsuki was a rebellious DPJ member — he was disciplined for his participation in the
movement to remove Prime Minister KAN Naoto in 2011, and lost the DPJ’s
endorsement in 2012. He lost that year running as a candidate from the New Party
Daichi, a Hokkaido regional party, and then again as an upper house candidate in 2013,
and then joined Ishin, under whose banner he ran in the second district in 2014. He won
a PR seat in 2014 running behind LDP incumbent YOSHIKAWA Takamori, but lost
badly in 2017 as a candidate from Tokyo Governor KOIKE Yuriko’'s Party of Hope.
However, he managed to win the CDP’s endorsement to run in the second district, and,
when Yoshikawa was forced to resign due to a scandal, he had his chance to return to
the Diet as a CDP lawmaker.

The field in the 2021 general election, however, will look different than the by-
election. Most notably, Matsuki will face an LDP candidate, TAKAHASHI Yusuke, a
local party functionary. Thanks to negotiations between the CDP and the JCP, Matsuki
will not face a JCP candidate, strengthening his prospects given that the JCP has
performed well in the district historically. Matsuki’s incumbency and the overall national
swing against the LDP should enable him to hold the seat.

CALL: CDP hold

**Hokkaido #3***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

ARAI Yutaka CDP 0x n/a RHE
TAKAGI LDP 2x Nikai BAEE
Hirohisa

KOWADA Ishin 0x n/a NI E
Yasufumi

Hokkaido’s third district, which covers three wards in eastern Sapporo, has been the
site of closely fought battles between the LDP and the opposition for most of its history.
The retiring incumbent, ARAI Satoshi, had contested every election since the
constituency was created, first as a DPJ candidate and then as a CDP candidate in
2017. In 2000, 2003, 2009, and 2017, he won the district outright; in 2005, 2012, and
2014, he ran fairly close races and won PR seats. In 2017, he won a comfortable nine-
point victory to unseat the LDP’s two-term incumbent TAKAGI Hirohisa, receiving
141,680 votes, the most he had received since the DPJ’s landslide victory in 2009.

However, Arai has announced his retirement and, somewhat unusually for the CDP,
his son ARAI Yutaka will be running in his place. Arai, a private school administrator, is

13
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new to politics but will benefit from his family name and a favorable climate for the
opposition. Working in Takagi’s favor is the presence of an Ishin candidates; no other
candidates ran when Arai won in 2017, but Ishin and JCP candidates combined for
more than 20% of the vote in both 2012 and 2014, far more than the difference between
Takagi and Arai.

With the JCP agreeing not to run a candidate, ARAI is the likely favorite.

CALL: CDP hold

**Hokkaido #4***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NAKAMURA LDP 3x Aso AR 2
Hiroyuki

OTSUKI CDP 0x n/a REHE
Kureha

Hokkaido-four covers western wards of Sapporo and the southwestern port of Otaru
on the Sea of Japan. Like other districts on the northern island, the LDP and DPJ
waged an intense battle for control during the heyday of two-party competition. The DPJ
held the seat from 2003-2012, when the party’s power was cresting, while the LDP has
held it 1996-2003 and 2012-present. There are two noteworthy facts about the
constituency. First, the winning candidate has received at least 50% of the vote only
one time, when the DPJ’s HACHIRO Yoshio received 65% of the vote in 2009. Second,
a runner-up has won a PR seat only one time, when CDP candidate HONDA Hiranao
won one in 2017.

Honda would have been a strong contender this time around. However, after making
inappropriate comments about age of consent laws, Honda left the CDP and then
resigned from the House of Representatives entirely. The CDP has nominated OTSUKI
Kureha, a television reporter. Ootsuki could be a fresh face and will benefit from the
nationwide swing. She will benefit from the JCP’s decision not to field a candidate in the
constituency. Although the LDP’'s NAKAMURA Hiroyuki, who was appointed vice
minister for agriculture in the Kishida government, is an experienced incumbent, Otsuki
could be poised to defeat the LDP incumbent as a unified opposition candidate.

CALL: CDP pickup

**Hokkaido #5**

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

WADA LDP 2X Hosoda FHEZEA

14
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Yoshiaki

IKEDA Maki CDP 1x n/a WHEL
HASHIMOTO JCP Ox n/a BARKD
Mika

Hokkaido’s fifth district, a strip northwest of Sapporo, had been the long-time
stronghold of the late LDP heavyweight MACHIMURA Nobutaka. While the LDP
retained the seat after Machimura died in 2015, his successor, WADA Y oshiaki, has
held the seat by slimmer margins than Machimura did. In 2021, he will face IKEDA Maki
for the third time after edging her out in the 2016 by-election and again in 2017. lkeda’s
performance in 2017, when she ran as a CDP candidate, was strong enough to win her
a PR seat. She lost by fewer than 7,000 votes. The JCP will be fielding a candidate in
the district for the first time since 2014; its candidates have historically received
between 15,000 and 30,000 votes in the constituency. In a close race, the JCP’s
presence could prove decisive.

CALL: LDP hold

Hokkaido #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NISHIKAWA CDP 0x n/a CiEPlIENPN
Masato
AZUMA LDP 0x TBD RE®R
Kuniyoshi
SAITO NHK 0x n/a HEET
Tadayuki

Hokkaido’s sixth district includes its second-largest city, Asahikawa, and, in recent
years has been the site of an epic series of battles between the DPJ’s SASAKI Takahiro
(and before him, his father SASAKI Hidenori) and the LDP’s IMAZU Hiroshi. The
Sasakis were generally more successful. Since 1996, Imazu only managed to win twice,
with a 612-vote margin over the elder Sasaki in 2003 and a larger victory over the
younger Sasaki in 2012. Sasaki regained the seat in 2014 and then won by nine points
in 2017.

In 2021, there will be neither a Sasaki nor an Imazu on the ballot for the first time
since the district was created after the 1994 electoral reform. This race will pit the CDP’s
NISHIKAWA Masato, who has served as mayor of Asahikawa since 2006, against the
LDP’s AZUMA Kuniyoshi, an Asahikawa and Hokkaido assemblyman who was
previously defeated by Nishikawa in the 2014 Asahikawa mayoral election. While it
appeared that the opposition might have an edge in the constituency, late polls suggest
that Azuma has pulled ahead of his old rival

15
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CALL: LDP pickup

Hokkaido #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ITO Yoshitaka | LDP 4x Nikai FREZ
SHINODA CDP 0x n/a BHERTF
Naoko
ISHIKAWA JCP 0x n/a vasllL:zES
Akemi

The LDP’s ITO Yoshitaka has represented this constituency since 2009, when he
managed to win by roughly 1,000 votes even as his party went down to defeat
nationwide. He has held the seat ever since, even after fending off a challenge from
SUZUKI Takako, daughter of local boss SUZUKI Muneo, who lost to Itd by just over 200
votes in 2014. 1to faced only a JCP candidate in 2017, smoothing his path to reelection.
In this election he will face SHINODA Naoko, a lawyer and first-time political candidate
and the JCP’s ISHIKAWA Akemi. However, Suzuki had indicated that she would run
despite the Hokkaido LDP’s support for I1t6. However, the LDP successfully brokered a

deal for Suzuki to run as a PR candidate and It6 to run in the SMD. Meanwhile, the CDP
and the JCP have been negotiating over Ishikawa’s presence in the race, but have been
unable to reach an agreement.

Accordingly, this race will be a three-way race with a divided opposition, making It0’s

reelection likely.

CALL: LDP hold

Hokkaido #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OSAKA Seiji CDP 4x n/a EIRGH—
MAEDA Kazuo | LDP 2X Hosoda BIH—E

Osaka, a former mayor of the ski resort town Niseko, won this district as a DPJ
candidate in 2005 and 2009, and again in 2014 before joining up with the CDP in 2017
when the Democratic Party splintered. Maeda, the LDP candidate, unseated Osaka in
2012 when he won by 30,000 votes, but Osaka regained the seat by 6,000 votes in
2014 (Maeda won a PR seat) and then won reelection in 2017 by more than 24,000
votes. With no other opposition candidates splitting the vote, Osaka should win

comfortably.

16
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CALL: CDP hold

Hokkaido #9
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HORII Manabu | LDP 3x Hosoda i H =
YAMAOKA CDP 2x Hosoda 1L IE
Tatsumaru

Hokkaido’s ninth district, including the city of Hakodate and Hokkaido’s southern
Pacific coast, was former prime minister Hatoyama Yukio’s constituency until he retired
in 2012. After his retirement, however, the seat has been held by the LDP’s HORII
Manabu, a former Olympic speed skater, who, after a brief career in local politics, won
an overwhelming victory in the race for Hatoyama'’s vacated seat. He was comfortably
reelected in 2014 and 2017.

The late withdrawal of a JCP candidate completely transformed the race, and now
the CDP’s YAMAOKA Tatsumaru appears to be enjoying a comfortable lead heading
into the election.

CALL: CDP pickup

**Hokkaido #10***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

INATSU Komeito 4x n/a FEEA
Hisashi

KAMIYA CDP 1x n/a HAB
Hiroshi

Hokkaido’s tenth district, a large constituency east and north of Sapporo, has been
represented by Komeito’s INATSU Hisashi since 2012. Inatsu has only surpassed 50%
of the vote, once in 2017, when he defeated the CDP’s KAMIYA Hiroshi by 513 votes.
2017 was also the first time that the district featured a race between only two
candidates.

This time, there will again be only two candidates in the race, as the JCP will not be
fielding a candidate in the district. With Kamiya’s having nearly unseated Inatsu in 2017,
he could be well positioned to win unseat the incumbent.

CALL: CDP pickup

Hokkaido #11

17
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

ISHIKAWA CDP 1x n/a BIIEE
Kaori

NAKAGAWA LDP 2x Nikai )| BB F
Yuko

This district in Hokkaido’s sparsely populated east was the stronghold of the late
NAKAGAWA Shoichi, a LDP heavyweight who lost his seat in 2009 and passed away
not long thereafter. His widow YUko ran for the seat and won in 2012, and again in 2014,
but lost in 2017 to ISHIKAWA Kaori, a young TV newscaster and wife of a former DPJ
lawmaker. Ishikawa won by a large margin and will likely win her rematch with
Nakagawa.

CALL: CDP hold

Hokkaido #12

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

TAKEBE Arata | LDP 3x Nikai EEPET
KAWAHARADA | CDP 0x n/a JI|REEH
Eisei

SUGAWARA JCP 0x n/a SR
Makoto

TAKEBE Arata, the son of retired LDP heavyweight Takebe Tsutomu, has won
Hokkaido’s twelfth district comfortably since winning the seat for the first time in 2012. In
each election, he has received more than all of the opposition candidates combined,
and there is little reason to think that this election will be different.

CALL: LDP hold
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TOHOKU BLOCK

7,436,971 voters (September 2020)
13 PR seats
23 Constituencies
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TOHOKU SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 13 -5
CDP 10 +5

With the LDP and CDP facing off in a greater number of districts in Tohoku, my base
case has the CDP making some gains at the LDP’s expense in the Tohoku SMDs,
although low turnout could keep some of the close races in the LDP’s category.

TOHOKU PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party Total Change
LDP 6 +1

CDP 4 +1
Komeito 2 +1

JCP 1 -
AOMORI
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Aomori #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ETO Akinori LDP 7X Aso TLERE
MASUTA Sekio | CDP 0x n/a HHHES
SAITO Mio JCP 0x n/a TWVEDS AB

Officially, there is no incumbent running in Aomori’s first district, which includes the
prefectural capital of Aomori. Due to the LDP’s “Costa Rica” system — whereby LDP
candidates will alternate between running in single-member constituencies and running
as purely PR candidates — TSUSHIMA Jun, the son of retired Takeshita faction leader
TSUSHIMA Yji, will be running as a PR candidate after winning this seat for the past
three elections. Running in Tsushima'’s place will be ETO Akinori, who had won six
elections from Aomori’s sixth district before moving to a PR seat in 2017.

Eto will likely win comfortably against MASUTA Sekio, who will run as a CDP
candidate after previously running as a Party of Hope, Ishin no Kai, and independent
candidate in every election since 2005. Even if the JCP were not fielding a candidate in
the district, the LDP’s vote share has been far ahead of the opposition.

CALL: LDP hold

Aomori #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KANDA Junichi | LDP 0x TBD HHB—
TAKATA Noriko | CDP 0x n/a G
TABATA Miyuki | JCP 0x n/a Him &b E

The Aomori second district is being vacated by the retiring Oshima Tadanori,
speaker of the House of Representatives, who had represented Aomori-3 before
moving over to the second district in 2017. The only time the LDP has lost this district
was in 2000, when ETO Akinori lost by a slim margin. Eto otherwise managed to hold
the seat even in 2009. Although the LDP is fielding a new candidate — KANDA Junichi,
a graduate of Tokyo University and Yale who worked at the Bank of Japan, Nippon Life
Insurance Company, and the Financial Services Agency before entering politics — the
party is likely to retain the district against a divided opposition.

21




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

CALL: LDP hold

Aomori #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KIMURA Jiro LDP 1x Hosoda ARA R ER
YAMAUCHI CDP 0x n/a aES
Takashi

KIMURA Jird, a former Aomori prefectural government official, had been slated to
run in a by-election in 2017 for Aomori’s fourth district, which had been vacated when
his older brother KIMURA Taré died of pancreatic cancer. However, the snap election
was called before the by-election could be held, and Aomori’s fourth district was
eliminated by redistricting in the 2017 general election. As a result, Kimura was shifted
into Aomori-3, moving Oshima Tadanori to Aomori-2 and Eto Akinori to the PR list.

After winning Aomori-3 overwhelmingly in 2017, Kimura is likely to win another term
in 2021, even though he will only face YAMAUCHI Takeshi, who ran and lost as a Party
of Hope candidate in 2017.

CALL: LDP hold

IWATE
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Iwate #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHINA CDP 5x n/a PRSI
Takeshi
TAKAHASHI LDP 3x Aso EELETF
Hinako
YOSHIDA JCP 0x n/a SHAF
Kyoko

The LDP has never won lwate’s first district, a testament to Ozawa Ichird’s influence
over the prefecture’s politics. (The prefecture has been called “Ozawa’s Kingdom.”)
However, Ozawa is also at heart of a dispute between the CDP’s national headquarters
and its lwate prefectural chapter. Although SHINA Takeshi has represented the district
since a 2007 by-election — first as a member of the DPJ but from 2017 onwards as a
member of the splinter the Democratic Party for the People — Shina has been engaged
in a legal dispute with the CDP’s prefectural chapter over allegations that he improperly
transferred funds from the DPFP’s chapter before he and other members of the party
merged with the CDP. While the CDP’s prefectural chapter initially decided to back
another candidate, thirty-one-year-old SANO Rie, instead of Shina, negotiations with the

national party resolved the dispute in Shina’s favor.

Although the JCP is planning to run YOSHIDA Kyoko, who received nearly 13% of
the vote in 2017, again, the LDP’s TAKAHASHI Hinako, who has won a PR seat while
finishing second in each of the past three elections, may still struggle to win the seat

outright.

CALL: CDP hold

Iwate #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SUZUKI LDP 9x Aso AR —
Shunichi
OHASHI CDP 0x n/a A EZOT
Masahide
ARAKAWA NHK 0x n/a I JEF
Junko

SUZUKI Shunichi, son of Prime Minister Suzuki Zenko and recently appointed as
finance minister in the Kishida cabinet, has won every election in lwate-2 except for
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2009. His victories, meanwhile, have not been particularly narrow. He should have little
difficulty against newcomer OHASHI Masahide.

CALL: LDP hold

Iwate #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OZAWA Ichiro | CDP 17x n/a /NR—ER
FUJIWARA LDP 3x Hosoda BESE
Takashi

His lwate-4 constituency eliminated by redistricting, OZAWA moved into the third
district in 2017. He won his seventeenth victory comfortably, although the LDP’s
candidate FUJIWARA Takashi won a third PR seat as a runner-up against Ozawa.
Although polls have showed a tighter race than Ozawa may be accustomed to, this year
may still end up looking similar to 2017.

CALL: CDP hold

MIYAGI
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Miyagi #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
DOI Toru LDP 4x Hosoda T+H=Z
OKAMOTO CDP 1x n/a MAEF
Akiko
SHUNDO Ishin 0x n/a BEEHETXH
Sayaka

While opposition candidates have enjoyed some success in Miyagi-1 in the past, the
LDP’s DOI Toru has held the seat since 2012 after first winning a term in 2005.
However, he may be particularly vulnerable in this election. He has not reached 50% of
the vote in any of his four victories, revealing the extent to which his success has
depended on a divided opposition. In this election, he faces OKAMOTO Akiko, a former
information technology workers union official who in her first race in 2017 finished
roughly 21,000 votes behind Doi and won a PR seat. While Ishin no kai will also be
fielding a candidate, SHUNDO Sayaka, the party’s presence may be minimal and if
Okamoto can capture the bulk of the votes that went to the Party of Hope in the district

in 2017, the CDP could flip the seat.

CALL: CDP pickup

**Miyagi #2**

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

AKIBA Kenya | LDP 6Xx Takeshita MEEWH
KAMATA CDP 2X n/a HtEEWY)
Sayuri

HAYASHI NHK 0x n/a MYV T7WpE
Mariayuki

The LDP’s AKIBA Kenya won a slender victory in 2017 over KAMATA Sayuri, who
was a DPJ parliamentarian from 2000-2004 but lost her seat and was banned from
running for the constituency for five years after a campaign finance violation. She
reentered politics at the local level and then made another run for the Diet in 2017.
Although sympathetic to the CDP, she ran as an independent and therefore could not
win a PR seat despite running just behind Akiba. While the election will be close — and
the NHK party’s candidate could be a factor — even a slight shift in the opposition’s favor
could make a difference.
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CALL: CDP pickup

Miyagi #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NISHIMURA LDP 5x Hosoda BN E
Akihiro
ONO Sonoko | CDP 0x n/a KB+

NISHIMURA Akihiro, who has held this seat in every election since 2003 except for
the DPJ landslide year of 2009, won 60% of the vote against Party of Hope and JCP
candidates in 2017. Even with the CDP and the JCP uniting behind CDP newcomer
ONO Sonoko, Nishimura is likely safe.

CALL: LDP hold

Miyagi #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ITO Shintard LDP 6x Aso REEEXKED
FUNAYAMA JCP 0x n/a SEXERE
Yumi
HAYASAKA Ishin 0x n/a BifFHOL
Atsushi

This constituency is basically the same as Miyagi-3. ITO Shintard first won the seat
in a by-election in 2001 after his father passed away. He lost the seat in 2009 but has
otherwise held it comfortably ever since. With the JCP representing the opposition
alliance in the constituency, ITO will likely win comfortably again.

CALL: LDP hold

Miyagi #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AZUMI Jun CDP 8x n/a Z2EE
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MORISHITA LDP Ox TBD
Chisato

ATTE

AZUMI Jun is one of the CDP’s heavyweights, currently serving as the party’s
parliamentary affairs chief. He has won this constituency in every election since its
creation in 1996, and has finished above 50% in every election since 2003. The LDP’s
candidate, MORISHITA Chisato, is a former model, talent, and actress and is unlikely to
unseat the veteran Azumi.

CALL: CDP hold

Miyagi #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONODERA LDP 7x Kishida AN EE
Itsunori
NAITO Takaiji JCP 0x n/a Ak T

ONODERA ltsunori, former defense minister and ally of Prime Minister Kishida, won
in a landslide facing only a JCP candidate in 2017. The same outcome is likely this year.

CALL: LDP hold

AKITA
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***Akita #1***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TOGASHI LDP 3x Ishiba EBEz
Hiroyuki
TERADA CDP 5x n/a FH=E
Manabu

The LDP’s TOGASHI Hiroyuki could be a victim of opposition coordination. He was
the beneficiary of opposition confusion in 2017, not only because he faced a Party of
Hope candidate and a JCP candidate, but also because an agreement between the

Party of Hope and the CDP meant that he did not have to face TERADA Manabu, who
lost to Togashi by fewer than six percentage points in 2014. Terada, who held the seat
from 2003-2012, ran only as a PR candidate in 2017.

This year, however, Terada will be running as the opposition alliance’s sole
candidate. For the first time in this constituency there will be a head-to-head race
between the two major parties. The national swing and Terada’s history representing
the constituency could swing it towards the opposition.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Akita #2***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KANEDA LDP 4x Nikai < HB
Katsutoshi
MIDORIKAWA | CDP 1x n/a RINEL
Takashi

The LDP’s KANEDA Katsutoshi may be one of the LDP’s most vulnerable
incumbents. In 2017, he won by fewer than 2,000 votes over MIDORIKAWA Takashi,
who was running under the Party of Hope’s standard but will be running as a CDP
candidate this time. Midorikawa will be a beneficiary of the CDP-JCP alliance, as the
JCP’s candidate received more than 13,000 votes in 2017, far more than the gap

between Kaneda and Midorikawa.

CALL: CDP pickup
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Akita #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MINORIKAWA | LDP 5x Aso fEJEHE
Nobuhide
SUGIYAMA JCP 0x n/a L &HES
Akira

The LDP’s MINORIKAWA Nobuhide has won this seat continuously since 2003, with
the exception of 2009. While his margins have not been exceptionally large, the only
year the DPJ has performed well in the constituency was in 2009. In other years,
Minorikawa’s main rivals were from other parties (Ishin no kai in 2012 and 2014, for
example). In this election, facing only a JCP candidate, Minorikawa will win easily.

CALL: LDP hold

YAMAGATA
[ 4
Yamagata #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
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PR)

ENDO LDP 8x Tanigaki group | ;& FIBA
Toshiaki

HARADA CDP Ox n/a EH £E05
Masahiro

While Yamagata-1 will feature only two candidates for the first time in its history this
year, ENDO Toshiaki will be a tough incumbent for CDP candidate HARADA Masahiro
to unseat. ENDO has received 57.27% and 61.14% in the past two elections,
suggesting that while a unified opposition could narrow the gap, there is still too much
ground to make up in the constituency.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamagata #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SUZUKI LDP 3x Takeshita BAREN
Norikazu
KATO Kenichi | DPFP 0x n/a hnERGE—

While the LDP’s SUZUKI Norikazu is not the strongest incumbent — 2017 was the
first time he received more than 50% of the vote — the opposition has only won this seat
once, in 2009. KATO Kenichi is only one of a handful of non-incumbents the DPFP will
be backing in this election. While KATO could benefit from a lack of alternative
opposition candidates, he may also not benefit from JCP support.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamagata #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR) _
KATO Ayuko | LDP 2x Tanigaki group | hnpkfés+
UMEKI Takeshi | JCP 0x n/a MARLZTL
ABE Hitomi Independent 0x n/a 2B O & dx

KATO Ayuko is the daughter of the late KATO Koichi, the LDP’s liberal stalwart. She
was one of Kishida’s backers in the leadership election, received her first sub-cabinet
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post in the new government, and, facing only a JCP candidate (and an independent),
should win comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

FUKUSHIMA

Fukushima #1

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KANEKO Emi | CDP 2x/UH 1x n/a SFEE
KAMEOKA LDP 4x Hosoda EMER
Yoshitami

While the LDP has generally held the upper hand in Fukushima-1 —and LDP
candidate KAMEOKA Yoshitami won the seat in 2005, 2012, and 2014 — the CDP’s
KANEKO Emi, a second-generation politician, has performed exceptionally well in
Fukushima. After serving a term in the upper house from 2007-2013, she lost narrowly
to Kameoka in 2014 (winning a PR seat) and then won the district outright in 2017 as an
independent. She was one of the ex-Democratic Party lawmaker expelled from the
Party of Hope when forced to swear a loyalty oath by Koike Yuriko and then had to run
as an independent, joining the CDP after the election. As a strong incumbent with no
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other opposition candidate in the race — the JCP received nearly 8% in 2014, more than
the margin by which she lost to Kameoka — she is well poised to win again.

CALL: CDP hold

**Fukushima #2***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NEMOTO LDP 8x Kishida BAE
Takumi

BABA Yki CDP 0x Hosoda ESME

NEMOTO Takumi, a veteran lawmaker close to both Abe and Kishida (whose faction
he belongs to), has won this seat in every election except 2009, often against divided
fields. He will be facing only one candidate in this election — the CDP’s BABA Yuki, a
29-year-old graduate of the Matsushita Seikei Juku — since the JCP made a late
decision to withdraw its candidate. Baba could keep the race close, since the greatest
vote share Nemoto has ever received was 55.24% in 2014, but without an extraordinary
large swing and high turnout it will be hard to unseat the incumbent. Baba could,
however, win a PR seat.

CALL: LDP hold

Fukushima #3

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

GENBA CDP 9x n/a LEN—EBB
Koichiro

UESUGI LDP 1x Hosoda i x Y N:
Kentaro

The CDP’s GENBA Koichird has held this seat since 2000 and has consistently won

by large margins. With no JCP candidate in the race, he should defeat UESUGI Kentaro,
who managed to win a PR seat in 2017, by a large margin.
CALL: CDP hold

**Fukushima #4***
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KANKE Ichiro | LDP 3x Hosoda BExR—EBf
OGUMA Shinji | CDP 3x n/a /NREAE F]

The CDP’s OGUMA Shinji, who has previously run in this district as a Party of Hope,

Ishin no kai, and Minna no to candidate — winning as an Ishin no kai candidate in 2014
and winning PR seats in 2017 and 2012 — could be a major beneficiary of the CDP’s

opposition alliance. He lost to the LDP’s KANKE Ichird by roughly 1,000 votes in 2017,
with JCP and Social Democratic Party candidates receiving nearly 20,000 votes. With

no other opposition candidates in the race, Oguma has a good chance of winning the

seat again.

CALL: CDP pickup

Fukushima #5

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

YOSHINO LDP 7x Hosoda ETHIERS
Masayoshi

KUMAGAI JCP 0x n/a BEAHY
Tomo

YOSHINO Masayoshi, an LDP veteran who has won every election in Fukushima-5
since 2005 with the exception of 2009, will face only the JCP’'s KUMAGAI Tomo in this
election. Yoshino will likely win comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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KITA-KANTO BLOCK

11,839,114 voters (October 2021)
19 PR seats
32 Constituencies
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KITA-KANTO SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 24 -4
Independent 1 +1

My base case has the LDP holding steady in most of the bloc, with the opposition’s
gains coming in Saitama prefecture, which features vulnerable incumbents and more
effective — albeit not perfect — coordination between the CDP and the JCP. The CDP
should be able to pick up seats here without a significant increase in voter turnout.

KITA-KANTO PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party Total Change
LDP 7 -

CDP 6 +1
Komeito 2 -

JCP 2 +1
Ishin 1 +1
DPFP 1 +1
IBARAKI
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Ibaraki #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TADOKORO LDP 3x Ishiba AT =S
Yoshinori
FUKUSHIMA Independent 2X n/a BEHRE
Nobuyuki

The LDP’s TADOKORO Yoshinori has won this seat comfortably since winning his
first election in 2012, thanks in part to a divided opposition. He will face FUKUSHIMA
Nobuyuki, who won the seat in 2009 and finished close enough in 2014 to win a PR
seat. With no other opposition candidates are running in Ibaraki-1, Fukushima could
benefit from the coordinated activities of the opposition alliance even as an independent.

Polls show that Fukushima could unseat Tadokoro.

CALL: Independent pickup

Ibaraki #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NUKAGA LDP 12x Takeshita FEEEER
Fukushiro
FUJITA CDP 2x/UH 2x n/a BHEZEA
Yukihisa

LDP heavyweight NUKAGA Fukushiro is seeking his thirteenth term as a member of
the House of Representatives. While the opposition will be fielding an experienced unity
candidate — the CDP’s FUJITA Yukihisa, who won lower house seats in 1996 and 2003
and then served in the upper house from 2007-2019 — Nukaga has only lost in 2009,
and even that defeat was by just over one percentage point.

CALL: LDP hold

Ibaraki #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HANASHI LDP 5x Kishida ERIEE),
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Yasuhiro
KAJIOKA Hiroki | CDP 0x n/a AU S D EHE
KISHINO Ishin 0x n/a ER &EXXT
Tomoyasu

HANASHI Yasuhiro, a former National Police Agency bureaucrat who inherited his
father-in-law’s seat in 2005, has won every subsequent election except for 2009. His
victories have been by comfortable margins against divided fields, exceeding 57% of
the vote in the past two elections. While the absence of a JCP candidate could boost
CDP candidate KAJIOKA Hiroki’s totals, Ishin no kai candidate KISHINO Tomoyasu’s
presence will still make it difficult to unseat the incumbent.

CALL: LDP hold

Ibaraki #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAJIYAMA LDP 7X No faction BILsLE
Hiroshi
OUCHI Kumiko | JCP 0x n/a XA < &hF
MUTO Yuko Ishin 0x n/a LES BWSF

KAJIYAMA Hiroshi, who most recently served as Minister of Economy, Trade, and
Industry under Abe and Suga and who is the son of late LDP heavyweight KAJIYAMA

Seiroku, has won this seat by more than 60% of the vote in the past three elections and
also held the seat in 2009. The opposition alliance’s fielding a JCP candidate but not a
CDP candidate is an admission that Kajiyama will be difficult to beat.

CALL: LDP hold

Ibaraki #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ISHIKAWA LDP 3x None A)IBBiE
Akimasa
ASANO DPFP 1x n/a REE
Satoshi
[IDA Miyako JCP 0x n/a R &XC
TAMURA Independent Ox n/a H A 5L
Hiroshi
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From 2000-2017, Ibaraki-5 was held by OHATA Akihiro, a DPJ lawmaker whose
career began in the 1980s with the Socialist Party. In 2017, his secretary, ASANO
Satoshi, ran as the main opposition candidate in the constituency as a Party of Hope
candidate. He ran a close race behind the LDP’s ISHIKAWA Akimasa, who finished
behind Ohata in 2012 and 2014 but won PR seats in both races. Asano finished with
43.97% of the vote to Ishikawa’s 48.17% and also won a PR seat — while a JCP
candidate received nearly 8% of the vote.

While it initially appeared that the JCP would not run a candidate in the constituency,
aiding Asano’s campaign, after the Democratic Party for the People leader Tamaki
Yuichiro called the JCP “a totalitarian party” the JCP announced it would field a
candidate after all. The DPFP and JCP have continued to negotiate a truce but to no

avail.

As a result, Ishikawa'’s position could be secure again with the opposition vote

divided.

CALL: LDP hold

***Ibaraki #6***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KUNIMITSU LDP 1x Kishida E¥Th
Ayano

AOYAMA CDP 1x n/a BILLAXA
Yamato

The LDP’s KUNIMITSU Ayano won a narrow victory over the CDP’s AOYAMA
Yamato in 2017, winning by roughly six percentage points and fewer than 6,000 votes.
The presence of a JCP candidate — who received more than 24,000 votes and nearly
11% of the vote — clearly swung the race to the LDP, even though the DPJ had only one
the district once before, in 2009. With no other opposition candidates in the race,
Aoyama has made the race closer but polls point to another win for Kunimitsu.

CALL: LDP hold

Ibaraki #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKAMURA CDP 14x n/a = AR
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Kishiro

NAGAOKA LDP 5x Aso K A F
Keiko

MIZUNASHI Ishin no kai 0x n/a KB DAHE
Nobuaki

NAKAMURA Kishiro, the CDP’s candidate, has had a long and winding career that
began in 1976 with his election to the Diet as a LDP lawmaker and member of Tanaka
Kakuei’s faction. He would serve as construction minister in the Miyazawa cabinet, but
thereafter would lose his seat due to a corruption scandal. He returned to the Diet in
2005 as an independent and won every subsequent election.

This time, however, Nakamura has opted to run as a CDP candidate against the
LDP’s NAGAOKA Keiko, who lost to Nakamura by roughly 23,000 votes in 2017 but still
won a PR seat. Running under the CDP’s banner, Nakamura will benefit from the
alliance with the JCP, which received more than 18,000 votes in 2014 and 2017. The
presence of Ishin no Kai’'s MIZUNASHI Nobuaki could narrow the margin of victory but
Nakamura should win for a fifteenth time.

CALL: CDP hold

TOCHIGI
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Tochigi #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUNADA LDP 12x Takeshita A HE T
Hajime
WATANABE CDP 0x n/a Bl vkl
Noriyoshi
AOKI Hiroshi JCP 0x n/a BERKOAL
KASHIWAKURA | Ishin no kai 1x n/a HEMHT
Yuiji

Control of Tochigi’s first district has changed hands multiple times over the past two
decades, but the LDP’s FUNADA Hajime has won comfortably over the past three
elections, thanks in part to divided fields (although he also passed 50% in 2014 and
2017). In this election, he will again face a divided field, as the CDP and the JCP have
not been able to coordinate their candidate selection in the district and Ishin’s
KASHIWAKURA Yuji — who won a PR seat in 2012 after a losing campaign in Tochigi-2
— will also cannibalize the non-LDP vote.

CALL: LDP hold

Tochigi #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUKUDA Akio | CDP 5x n/a EHEX
IGARASHI LDP 0x TBD H+EE
Kiyoshi

The CDP’s FUKUDA Akio, who has contested this seat since 2005 and had to settle
for PR seats in 2005 and 2012, broke through in 2014 with a narrow victory over the
LDP’s NISHIKAWA Koya, which he repeated by a larger margin in 2017, knocking
Nishikawa from politics. Fukuda will be defending his seat against LDP newcomer
IGARASHI Kiyoshi, who emerged as the nominee after an intra-party battle over who
should represent the party in the constituency. Fukuda’s history in the constituency and
the national trend should ensure Fukuda’s reelection.
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CALL: CDP hold

Tochigi #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YANA Kazuo LDP 3x Hosoda FRE
IGA Hiroshi CDP 0x n/a WA

The LDP’s YANA Kazuo is aiming for a fourth term from the district that used to be
dominated by reformist WATANABE Yoshimi, who left the party to form Minna no to in
2009. After finishing second to Watanabe in 2012, Yana defeated Watanabe in 2014
and then won a convincing victory in 2017, receiving nearly 58% of the vote. For the first
time, Yana will be in a head-to-head battle with an opposition candidate, the CDP’s IGA
Hiroshi, a newcomer to national politics. Yana is likely to win another term in a race that
could still be more competitive but still on favorable terrain for the LDP.

CALL: LDP hold

Tochigi #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SATO Tsutomu | LDP 8x Aso 1k &h
FUJIOKA Takao | CDP 0x n/a B A8

SATO Tsutomu, an experienced LDP lawmaker who was the party’s general affairs
council chair under Suga, has won this district all but once since its creation in 1996,
losing to the DPJ in 2009. His CDP rival, FUJIOKA Takao, is seeking the seat for the
fourth time under his fourth party label, having previously run as a Minna no to, DPJ,
and Party of Hope candidate previously. While Fujioka could benefit from the CDP
alliance with the JCP, the scale of Satd’s victories consistently exceeded the total
opposition vote, suggesting that his seat is safe.

CALL: LDP hold

Tochigi #5
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

MOTEGI LDP 9x Takeshita BEAREBFE
Toshimitsu

OKAMURA JCP 0x n/a BH W F
Keiko

MOTEGI Toshimitsu, foreign minister under Abe, Suga, and now Kishida, is a
virtually invulnerable incumbent, as suggested by the opposition’s running only a JCP
candidate against him.

CALL: LDP hold

GUNMA

Gunma #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
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NAKASONE LDP 1X Nikai h =R ER
Yasutaka

TANAHASHI JCP 0 n/a &L B2
Setsuko F

MIYAZAKI Ishin no kai 0 n/a =G RTS
Takeshi

SAITO Atsuko Independent 0 n/a =B ST

The LDP’S NAKASONE Yasutaka, the grandson of the late NAKASONE Yasuhird
and son of upper house member and former foreign minister NAKASONE Hirofumi, won
his first election to the Diet as PR candidate in 2017. After a dispute within the LDP
whether the party should nominate Nakasone or Gunma-1 incumbent OMI| Atsuko, the
dispute was resolved in Nakasone’s favor. He will likely win a district that has historically
been an LDP heartland, facing a divided opposition without a CDP candidate.

CALL: LDP hold

Gunma #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
INO Toshiro LDP 3x Takeshita H BB AR
HORIKOSHI CDP 1x n/a Y=
Keinin
ISHIZEKI Independent 4x n/a ABEEY
Takashi

LDP incumbent INO Toshird, seeking his fourth term, faces a divided field that could
ensure his chances of winning. The CDP is running HORIKOSHI Keinin, who won a
term as a PR candidate in 2017. Although HORIKOSHI could have benefited from the
JCP’s not running a candidate, the district will also see ISHIZEKI Takashi, who as a
DPJ candidate won PR seats as a runner-up in 2005, 2012, and 2014 and won the seat
outright in 2009. After losing in 2017 as a Party of Hope candidate, Ishizeki is
attempting a comeback as an independent. His presence in the race could turn what

might have been a close race into an LDP victory.

CALL: LDP hold

Gunma #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
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SASAGAWA LDP 3x Takeshita I lINEES
Hiroyoshi

HASEGAWA CDP 1x n/a RAIIEZE—
Kaichi

Gunma-3 features a rematch between LDP’s SASAGAWA Hiroyoshi and the CDP’s
HASEGAWA Kaichi. In 2017, with no JCP candidate in the race, HASEGAWA lost by
eleven points to SASAGAWA, but still won a PR seat. With no JCP candidate in the
race again, HASEGAWA will have another chance. However, he may need too big of a
swing — and an increase in turnout — to unseat the incumbent.

CALL: LDP hold

Gunma #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUKUDA LDP 3x Hosoda EHEX
Tatsuo
KAIDOKURA CDP 0 n/a NMELSSHE
Niyoshi

FUKUDA Tatsuo, son and grandson of prime ministers, is an LDP rising star,
confirmed by his appointment as the LDP’s general affairs council chair by Kishida.
Even with the opposition unified, Fukuda is likely to win comfortably against Gunma
prefectural assemblyman KAIDOKURA Niyoshi.

CALL: LDP hold

Gunma #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OBUCHI Yuko |LDP 7X Takeshita NNREBF
ITO Tatsuya JCP 0 n/a R =oX

OBUCHI Yuko, daughter of late prime minister OBUCHI Keizg, is seeking her eighth
term. She has consistently won by extremely large margins, and, facing only a JCP

candidate, will do so again.

CALL: LDP hold
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SAITAMA

***Saitama #1***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MURAI Hideki | LDP 3x Kishida NHZE#
TAKEMASA CDP 6X n/a RIEAN—
Koichi

YOSHIMURA Ishin no kai 0x n/a S/ Z=N
Gosuke

SATO Masami | Independent 0x n/a kB EE
NAKAJIMA Independent Ox n/a hE E=
Tokuji

MURAI Hideki, an LDP lawmaker close to Kishida, could be vulnerable to the CDP-
JCP electoral alliance. Murai’s vote total and vote share was basically static from 2014
to 2017 — 105,760 and 46.93% in 2014 and 106,699 and 46.88% in 2017 — and in both
years opposition candidates totaled more votes than he did. This time, there will be no
JCP or SDP candidate (as in 2014), although there will be an Ishin no kai candidate
(like in 2017) and an independent. The CDP’s TAKEMASA Kaichi, who ran as a Party of
Hope candidate in 2017, won the district outright four times and PR seats in 2012 and
2014. His 2017 vote share, when combined with the JCP’s, would have surpassed
Murai’s. A similar performance this year could be enough to return Takemasa to the

Diet, but the presence of Ishin’s YOSHIMURA Gdsuke could ensure Murai’s reelection.

CALL: LDP hold
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Saitama #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHINDO LDP 7X Takeshita HEHEZ
Yoshitaka
OKUDA JCP 0 n/a BLEEF
Tomoko
TAKAHASHI Ishin no kai 0 n/a =15 #ag
Hideaki

SHINDO Yoshitaka, a veteran LDP lawmaker who held multiple cabinet posts in the
Abe administration, has won comfortable if not overwhelming victories in this
constituency, including with 52.49% of the vote in 2017 against Party of Hope and JCP
candidates. The outcome should be similar in this election.

CALL: LDP hold

***Saitama #3***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

KIKAWADA LDP 3x Tanagaki group | &JI|B{=&
Hitoshi

YAMAKAWA CDP 1x n/a WIEEF
Yuriko

KAWAI Yusuke | NHK 0 n/a S 18

The LDP’s KIKAWADA Hitoshi first won this seat in 2012 and then again in 2014 and
2017. In no victory, however, has he received more than 50% of the vote, winning by
comfortable but not overwhelming margins over divided opposition fields. In 2017, for
example, there were three separate opposition candidates plus an independent and a
Happiness Realization Party candidate. The CDP’'s YAMAKAWA Yuriko received
34.37% of the vote to Kikawada’s 44,62% in 2017; the 14.01% received by the Party of
Hope would have been more than enough to put Yamakawa over the top. However,
despite only a candidate from the minor NHK protest party also on the ballot,
Yamakawa has struggled to consolidate the non-LDP vote may not unseat Kikawada.

CALL: LDP hold

Saitama #4

| Name

| Party

| Number of

| Faction (LDP)

| Japanese
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(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

HOSAKA LDP 1x Suga group b8 S
Yasushi

ASANO DPFP Ox n/a ZE RE
Katsuhiko

KUDO Kaoru JCP 0x n/a T »H»
ENDO Independent 1x n/a EREE
Nobuhiko

OGASAWARA Independent Ox n/a INEE ERE
Hiroki

HOSAKA Yasushi was elected in a five-way race in 2017, only months have he was
nominated by the LDP for the constituency. Receiving only 37.41% of the vote, he could
be vulnerable to a more unified opposition campaign. However, it is unclear how the
vote will divide between the DPFP’s ASANO Katsuhiko, a Tokyo metropolitan
assemblyman, and the JCP’s KUDO Kaoru, who is the CDP-JCP alliance candidate.

CALL: LDP hold

Saitama #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
EDANO Yukio | CDP 9x n/a HEEB
MAKIHARA LDP 4x Suga group WRFHH
Hideki

CDP leader EDANO Yukio has held the district since 2000, at times by narrow
margins, enabling the LDP’s MAKIHARA Hideki to win PR seats four times. However,

Edano’s seat is safe in this election.

CALL: CDP hold

Saitama #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OSHIMA CDP 7x n/a KEHK
Atsushi
NAKANE LDP 4x Hosoda iR —3F
Kazuyuki

The CDP’s OSHIMA Atsushi has held this seat in every election since 2000 except
for 2012, when he lost by 198 votes to the LDP’s NAKANE Kazuyuki. He was able to
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win even with the JCP receiving more than 10% of the vote, as in 2014 and 2017; with
the opposition united, he should win more comfortably than in previous elections.

CALL: CDP hold

Saitama #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOMIYAMA CDP 6x n/a NEILFRF
Yasuko
NAKANO LDP 4x Hosoda hiE—=F
Hideyuki
ISEDA Michiko | Ishin no kai 0 n/a FEH KB

The CDP’s KOMIYAMA Yasuko has had a long history in this constituency. The
eldest daughter of an LDP lawmaker, Komiyama began her career as an LDP local
politician, joined Ozawa Ichird’s Liberal Party to seek national office, followed Ozawa
into the DPJ and then has contested this seat as an opposition candidate every election
since 2003. (She also ran as an independent in 2000.) She won outright in 2003 and

2009, and PR seats in 2005, 2012, 2014, and 2017.

With the LDP victor from 2017 opting to run solely as a PR candidate, Komiyama will
be facing a new contender, NAKANO Hideyuki, a prefectural assemblyman backed by
former LDP secretary-general NIKAI Toshihird, whose constituency includes Kawagoe,
the largest city in the district.

Nakano could be a tough candidate, but with the CDP-JCP alliance, Komiyama is
well positioned to win, even if Ishin no kai’'s ISEDA Michiko draws off some votes.

CALL: CDP pickup

Saitama #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHIBAYAMA LDP 6X Hosoda BILEEZ
Masahiko
ONOZUKA Independent 1x n/a INEFIRBE R
Masatoshi

SHIBAYAMA Masahiko has first won this seat in 2005 and has won every election
since with the exception of 2009, when he was unseated by his rival, ONOZUKA
Masatoshi, who was running as the DPJ’s candidate in that year. Shibayama defeated
Onozuka in 2012, 2014, 2017, when he ran as a DPJ candidate and, in 2017, a Party of
Hope candidate. Shibayama has not won by overwhelming margins, barely reaching
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50% against divided fields. However, Onozuka has been forced to run as an
independent after seeking but failing to receive the CDP’s nomination. His nomination
was undone by more left-wing opponents, which suggests that although there will be no
JCP candidate in the race, Onozuka could struggle to pick up JCP votes, which totaled

30,212 or 16.33% of the vote in 2017.

CALL: LDP hold

Saitama #9
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONOTSUKA LDP 4x Hosoda KIZFR
Taku
SUGIMURA CDP 0 n/a FTELSER
Shinji
KANDA Miharu | JCP 0 n/a #HEH=F

The LDP’s ONOTSUKA Taku has won by virtually identical margins in 2014 and
2017, receiving just over 111,000 votes and 53% of the vote in both races over fields
split between mainstream opposition and JCP candidates. The CDP and JCP failed to
reach an agreement in Saitama-9, and so Onotsuka will again face two opposition
candidates, which should assure his victory.

CALL: LDP hold

***Saitama #10***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

SAKAMOTO CDP 2x n/a IR At 2 B
Yunosuke

YAMAGUCHI LDP 0 TBD (likely iegs
Susumu Takeshita)

Saitama’s tenth district had been represented by YAMAGUCHI Taimei since its
creation in 1996 for all but one term, as Yamaguchi lost in 2009. He announced his
retirement, however, and will be replaced on the ballot by his 37-year-old son
YAMAGUCHI Susumu. Yamaguchi Taimei has been the beneficiary of opposition
divisions, winning with 48% of the vote in 2017, 47.35% in 2014, and only 44.07% in
2012. In each of those elections, he faced multiple opposition candidates, and in 2014
and 2017, the JCP candidates received 15% of the vote, enough to ensure
Yamaguchi’s victory.
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This year, he will face SAKAMOTO Yunosuke, the runner-up in the past three
elections, who finished close enough in 2012 and 2014 to win PR seats. With no JCP
candidate and the transition to a new generation of LDP candidate, Sakamoto has a
good chance of winning the district this time.

CALL: CDP pickup

Saitama #11
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOIZUMI Ryuji | LDP 6X Nikai NREEF]
SHIMADA CDP 0 n/a E HEH
Makoto
KOYAMA JCP 0 n/a ML LAXR
Shinya

The LDP’s KOIZUMI Rydji has had an unusual history in Saitama-11. A 2005 postal
rebel who was defeated in that year’s election, Koizumi returned as an independent in
2009 when he won with 70% of the vote against an LDP candidate. He would continue
to win as an independent thereafter, defying the LDP’s attempts to unseat him. In this

election, he will run as the formally endorsed LDP candidate for the first time since 2003,
in one of the districts where the CDP and JCP will both be fielding a candidate. Koizumi
will likely win again.

CALL: LDP hold

***Saitama #12***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NONAKA LDP 3x Takeshita BdhE
Atsushi

MORITA CDP 1x n/a FREHBM
Toshikazu

LDP incumbent NONAKA Atsushi, part of the LDP’s class of 2012, has won with
relatively small pluralities against divided fields in every one of his races. His best total
was in 2017, when he received 86,499 votes and 44.96% of the vote. But in that
election, he came closest to losing, as the CDP’s MORITA Toshikazu, running as a
Party of Hope candidate in that race, received 86,007 votes and 44.71% of the vote,
winning a PR seat. The JCP won nearly 20,000 votes and 10.33% of the vote, far more
than the difference. Morita will surely benefit from the absence of a JCP candidate and
could surpass Nonaka in this race.
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CALL: CDP pickup

Saitama #13
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TSUCHIYA LDP 7X No faction TtERF
Shinako
MISUMI Sota CDP 0 n/a =AESE
AKAGISHI JCP 0 n/a FEESE
Masaharu

Saitama-13 is another constituency in which the CDP and JCP will be running
competing candidates. The LDP incumbent, TSUCHIYA Shinako, is stronger than some
of the other LDP incumbents who will be facing unity candidates, crossing the 50%
threshold in 2014 and 2017. The JCP has performed relatively well here, and is likely
fielding a candidate in order to strengthen its position in PR voting. The result will be
Tsuchiya’s reelection.

CALL: LDP hold

Saitama #14
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MITSUBAYASHI | LDP 3x Hosoda ZYMHBE
Hiromi
SUZUKI DPFP 2X n/a #HARZF A
Yoshihiro
TAMURA JCP 0 n/a HN-2&ED
Tsutomu

The DPFP’s SUZUKI Yoshihiro was the runner-up in 2012, 2014, and 2017 as an
Ishin and Party of Hope candidate, winning a PR seat in 2012 and 2014. The LDP
incumbent, MITSUBAYASHI Hiromi, won the seat with a relatively narrow win over
Suzuki in 2012, winning with 37.92% of the vote and 84,263 votes. Thereafter, he raised
his vote to roughly 47.5% and just under 100,000 votes. Suzuki will struggle to
overcome the JCP’s presence in the race; the party’s candidates have received more
than 30,000 votes in the past two races, and could make the difference for Suzuki.

CALL: LDP hold

Saitama #15
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

TANAKA LDP 4x Suga HHRE4E
Ryosei

TAKAGI CDP 1x n/a =R AER
Rentaro

SAWADA Ryo Ishin no kai 0 n/a SREER

The LDP’s TANAKA Rydsei has not won overwhelming victories — 48.23% in 2017
and 52.31% in 2014 — against fields that have featured not only JCP candidates but
also Ishin no kai candidates. While the absence of a JCP candidate will help the CDP’s
TAKAGI Rentard, who won in 2017 as a PR list candidate, Ishin’s SAWADA Ry6 could
draw away enough votes from the right of the non-LDP electorate to ensure Tanaka’s

reelection.

CALL: LDP hold
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MINAMI-KANTO BLOCK

13,697,503 voters (October 2021)
22 PR seats
33 Constituencies
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MINAMI-KANTO SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 17 -9
CDP 16 +9

My base case has the LDP defending its position in Chiba but ceding more ground in
Kanagawa, where even a strong incumbent like LDP Secretary-General Amari Akira
could be vulnerable to a strong challenge from the CDP.

MINAMI-KANTO PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party Total Change
LDP 8 -

CDP 6 +1
Komeito 3 +1

JCP 2 -

Ishin 2 +1
Reiwa 1 +1
CHIBA

***Chiba #1***
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KADOYAMA LDP 3x Ishiba FeLEE
Hiroaki

TAJIMA CDP 6X n/a g%
Kaname

The CDP’s TAJIMA Kaname first won Chiba-1 as a DPJ candidate in 2003, and
again in 2009, 2012, and 2014. He also finished a close second in 2005 and 2017,
winning PR seats both times. In 2017, he lost to the LDP’s KADOYAMA Hiroaki by less
than 1% and just over 1,000 votes while running as a Party of Hope candidate. That

race also featured JCP and Ishin candidates, who combined for nearly 20% of the vote.

Without any other candidates in the field, Tajima is highly likely to retake the seat

outright.

CALL: CDP pickup

Chiba #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOBAYASHI LDP 3x Nikai NI 2
Takayuki
KURODA Y CDP 0 n/a ZH WS
TERAO Satoshi | JCP 0 n/a FEB &L

KOBAYASHI Takayuki, a junior LDP lawmaker who was named to the Kishida
cabinet as a minister for state for science and technology and space, received just
under 50% of the vote in 2017 in a five-way race and 54% in 2014 when facing only
Ishin and JCP candidates. With the CDP and JCP not coordinating in Chiba-2,
Kobayashi should win his fourth term.

CALL: LDP hold

Chiba #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUNO LDP 7x Hosoda WEF1E—
Hirokazu
OKAJIMA CDP 3x n/a ME—IE
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| Kazumasa | | | |

The LDP’'s MATSUNO Hirokazu was recently appointed as chief cabinet secretary in
the Kishida cabinet. He has consistently performed well in Chiba-3 and, most recently,
won with virtually identical vote shares and vote totals: 53.37% and 85,277 votes in
2014 and 53.27% and 85,461 votes in 2017. OKAJIMA Kazumasa, an Ozawa acolyte,
first won the district as a DPJ candidate in 2003 and again in 2009; he won a PR seat in
2017. Although the JCP will not be fielding a candidate this year, it may not be enough
to win the seat for Okajima. Matsuno’s vote totals have consistently surpassed the
opposition’s total, and his new heavyweight status could bolster his position.

CALL: LDP hold

Chiba #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NODA CDP 8x n/a HHEZ
Yoshihiko
KIMURA LDP 1x Suga group ANEH
Tetsuya

Former prime minister NODA Yoshihiko is a strong incumbent who defeated the
LDP’s KIMURA Tetsuya by more than thirty points, although Kimura still won a PR seat.
Noda will win again.

CALL: CDP hold

Chiba #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SONOURA LDP 4x Aso EEEAER
Kentaro
YAZAKI Kentaro | CDP 0 n/a RiF (TAEA
>
TOKITA Atsushi | DPFP 0 n/a BHE™
SHIIKI Tamotsu | Ishin 2X n/a LWER
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The LDP’s SONOURA Kentaro has won with more than 50% against divided fields in
2014 and 2017, and, with three mainstream opposition candidates in the race, he will
likely win his fifth term comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

Chiba #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
WATANABE LDP 7X Takeshita ElfEE
Hiromichi
UBUKATA Independent 6Xx n/a Y HEKXR
Yukio
ASANO Fumiko | JCP 0 n/a BB SHMF
FUJIMAKI Ishin 2X n/a BE TA L
Kenta

Until recently, UBUKATA Yukio was slated to run at the progressive alliance
candidate, a CDP veteran who would benefit from the absence of a JCP candidate in
the race. After losing to the LDP’s WATANABE Hiromichi by roughly 11,000 votes in
2017 — significantly less than the 23,701 votes the JCP received in the district — he had
a strong chance of winning the constituency. However, after voicing his belief that
Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea are no longer alive — a third rail in
Japanese politics — Ubukata was forced to resign his seat, lost the CDP’s nomination,
and, although he will still be running as an independent, will now be competing with a
JCP candidate as well as an Ishin candidate. The beneficiary will be Watanabe.

CALL: LDP hold

Chiba #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SAITO Ken LDP 4x Ishiba IR
TAKEUCHI CDP 0 n/a TRF&HF
Chiharu
UCHIYAMA Ishin 3x n/a ALK
Akira
WATANABE NHK 0 n/a ElER
Kunihiro
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The LDP’s SAITO Ken is a robust incumbent — elected with 54% and 55% in 2017
and 2014 respectively, and 46% in a seven-candidate field in 2012 — and again faces a
field divided among opposition candidates that will it hard for any one to unseat him.

CALL: LDP hold

***Chiba #8***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

SAKURADA LDP 7X Nikai HEHEZ
Yoshitaka

HONJO Satoshi | CDP 0 n/a AKEEEL
MIYAOKA Independent 0 n/a = [ E—EpP
Shinichird

SAKURADA Yoshitaka, a long-serving LDP member who has contested Chiba-8
since its creation, has had a mixed record in the district, battling with the DPJ for control
in the 2000s before retaking the seat in 2012. His victories have not been overwhelming,
having only ever received more than 50% of the vote in 2005. He has more recently
benefited from opposition splits, with JCP candidates taking 16% in 2014 and 2017.

With the CDP and JCP joining forces in the district, Sakurada could be vulnerable to
newcomer HONJO Satoshi. In a close race, the vote share of independent candidate
MIYAOKA Shinichird, a former teacher, could be decisive.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Chiba #9***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

AKIMOTO LDP 3x Suga group MAREF
Masatoshi

OKUNO CDP 4x n/a BREFH—HR
Soichird

AKIMOTO Masatoshi, one of the LDP’s class of 2012, was first elected with only
35.5% of the vote and has never surpassed 50% against divided opposition candidates.
In 2017, he received 46.8% of the vote, beating OKUNO Soichird, the Party of Hope’s
candidate, who received 38.75% and won a PR seat. After winning the seat as a DPJ
candidate in 2009, Okuno had finished second and won PR seats in 2012, 2014, and
2017 as multiple opposition cannibalized the non-LDP vote. In 2017, the field was down
to three, but the JCP still received 14.5% of the vote, more than enough to sink his

chances.
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This time, Okuno will be the only opposition candidate, suggesting that he has a

strong chance of retaking Chiba-9 for the opposition.

CALL: CDP pickup

Chiba 10

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HAYASHI LDP 9x Nikai PREQ 1
Motoo
YATAGAWA CDP 2X n/a A8)x
Hajime
AZUSA Mari New Party 0 n/a = [ ¥ —Bf

Kunimori

HAYASHI Motoo is a senior LDP lawmaker who was a cabinet minister in the

Fukuda, Aso, and Abe cabinets. Although the CDP’s YATAGAWA Hajime won the seat
in 2009, Hayashi still ran close enough to win a PR seat. Thereafter, Hayashi has
consistently won with more than 50% of the vote facing Yatagawa and JCP candidates.
With the JCP withdrawing its candidate this year, however, it is increasingly likely that it
will be enough to help Yatagawa pass Hayashi again.

CALL: CDP pickup

Chiba #11
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MORI Eisuke LDP 10x Aso FREAN
SHIINA Eimei JCP 0 n/a HER Sh AR
TAGAYA Ryo Reiwa 0 n/a oA %

The LDP’s MORI Eisuke has not lost this seat since its creation in 1996, and most
recently received nearly 60% of the vote against multiple opposition candidates. With
the progressive alliance backing the JCP’s Shiina Eimei — and left-wing Reiwa
Shinsengumi also fielding a candidate — the alliance is effectively conceding the seat to
Mori.

CALL: LDP hold

Chiba #12
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

HAMADA LDP 9x No faction EHE—
Yasukazu

HIDAKA CDP 3x n/a SRl
Takeshi

KUZUHARA JCP 0 n/a <FWEFs &
Shigeru

HAMADA Yasukazu, a long-serving LDP lawmaker from a prominent family, has
held this seat without interruption since 2003, more recently winning with well over 60%
of the vote. The CDP’s HIDAKA Takeshi had served as a representative from
Kanagawa in the early 2000s, and his attempt to unseat Hamada in 2017 as a Party of
Hope candidate resulted in his receiving less than 20% of the vote. Hamada will win
comfortably this time.

CALL: LDP hold

***Chiba #13**

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

MIYAKAWA CDP 1x No faction =P 11RL:!
Shin

MATSUMOTO | LDP 0 TBD NN
Hisashi

SHIMIZU Ishin 0 n/a BAKERL
Kiyoshi

After its incumbent was forced to resign after it surfaced that he violated Covid-19
regulations to partake of nightlife, the LDP has nominated a newcomer, a physician with
regular TV appearances MATSUMOTO Hisashi, to run against the CDP’s MIYAKAWA
Shin, who finished second in 2017 and won a PR seat. Previous LDP incumbent
SHIRASUKA Takaki had not won resoundingly against divided opposition fields,
suggesting that a unified opposition could compete strongly in the constituency.

CALL: CDP pickup
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KANAGAWA

***Kanagawa #1***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MATSUMOTO Independent 7X Aso* MAZS &8
Jun

SHINOHARA CDP 2X n/a BREZ
Go

ASAKAWA Ishin 0 n/a EINES=
Yoshiharu

Incumbent MATSUMOTO Jun was one of a handful of lawmakers who left the LDP
after they were found to have partaken in nightlife in violation of pandemic restrictions.
He is bidding for an eighth term, and would presumably return to the LDP sometime
after the election if he wins. He faces the CDP’s SHINOHARA G0, who finished second
and received PR seats in 2014 and 2017. While Shinohara will not have to contend with
a JCP candidate, Ishin will be fielding a candidate in the constituency. However, the
circumstances surrounding Matsumoto’s exit from the LDP could favor Shinohara in this
election.

CALL: CDP pickup

Kanagawa #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SUGA LDP 8x Suga group EEE
Yoshihide

OKAMOTO CDP 1x n/a Rl AR F
Eiko

The former prime minister’s position is likely not at risk, although the CDP’s
OKAMOTO Eiko, who won a term in Kanagawa-3 in 2009, could keep it closer than
some of Suga’s other victories.

CALL: LDP hold

Kanagawa #3

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

NAKANISHI LDP UH 2x Aso A
Keniji

KOBAYASHI CDP 0 n/a 2" Waly s
Taketo

KISAKI JCP 0 n/a REKR IEE
Tadamasa =
FUJIMURA Independent 0 n/a BNRF

Kanagawa-3 was vacated when OKONOGI Hachird ran for Yokohama’s mayorship.
The LDP is fielding a strong candidate in his place, upper house member NAKANISHI
Kenji. With Okonogi’s having received 50% of the vote against divided fields in 2014
and 2017, Nakanishi should be able to perform similarly against a field that features

CDP and JCP candidates as well as an independent.
CALL: LDP hold

***Kanagawa #4***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

WASEDA Yuki | CDP 1x n/a BNASZE
YAMAMOTO LDP 4x Suga group WA AR A
Tomohiro

ASAO Keiichird | Independent 3x n/a ZEE—Bp
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TAKAYA Ishin 0 n/a BEAaHEVC
Akihiko
ONISHI Tsuneki | Independent 0 n/a A 1B

The constituency, which features three current or former Diet members, an Ishin
candidate, and an independent, could be one of the most closely contested elections in
the country. The incumbent, the CDP’s WASEDA Yuki, won a four-way race with
34.76% of the vote; the LDP’'s YAMAMOTO Tomohiro finished second with 28.89% and
won a PR seat. In 2017, ASAO Keiichird, who had won a PR seat from the district in
2009 as a Minna no to candidate, and then won outright in 2012 and 2014, failed to
secure the LDP’s endorsement and ran as an independent, finishing the third. While the
race could be close, Waseda’s incumbency, the divided LDP vote, and the national
trend could favor Waseda again.

CALL: CDP hold

***Kanagawa #5***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SAKAI Manabu | LDP 4x Suga group A
YAMAZAKI CDP 2X n/a 1L 5
Makoto

The LDP’s SAKAI Manabu, an ally of Suga’s who was a deputy chief cabinet
secretary in the Suga government, is seeking his fifth term. While he lost in 2009, he
has generally performed well against divided fields, receiving 51.61% of the vote in
2017 against Party of Hope and JCP candidates. The CDP’s YAMAZAKI Makoto, who
has won two times as a solely PR candidate, will be seeking to unseat Sakai and could
benefit from the opposition alliance.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Kanagawa #6***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

AOYAGI CDP 3x n/a E 1Rz — BB
Yoichiro

FURUKAWA LDP 0 TBD EVIEES
Naoki

KUSHIDA Ishin 1x n/a EHEH—
Seiichi
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In 2017, the CDP’s AOYAGI Yoichird unseated UEDA Isamu, a Komeito incumbent
who had held the seat from 2003-2009 and from 2012-2017. Aoyagi had previously won
PR seats in 2012 and 2014 as a Minna no to and Ishin candidate respectively before
winning outright in 2017. With Ueda defeated, the LDP was free to put forward its own
candidate, newcomer FURUKAWA Naoki, the first LDP candidate in the district since
1996. Ishin’s KUSHIDA Seiichi, who received 12.6% of the vote in 2017 and won a PR
seat, will be running again. Aoyagi is likely favored thanks to incumbency.

CALL: CDP hold

***Kanagawa #7***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SUZUKI LDP 4x Aso MAREEL
Keisuke

NAKATANI CDP 1x n/a bR —F
Kazuma

The LDP’s SUZUKI Keisuke won his first election as a PR candidate in 2005, ran
unsuccessfully in Kanagawa-7 in 2009, and then won three elections from 2012
onwards. His victories have been relatively modest, his largest vote share being 47% in
2017 when he faced CDP and Party of Hope candidates. The former, the CDP’s
NAKATANI Kazuma, was only seven points behind and won a PR seat. This time,
Nakatani will be the only opposition candidate facing Suzuki. Polls show a close race,

but Nakatani could prevail this time.

CALL: CDP pickup

Kanagawa #8

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

EDA Kenji CDP 6x n/a SIHEA
MITANI LDP 2X Suga group =T,
Hidehiro

EDA Keniji, a veteran reformist lawmaker who won reelection as an independent in
2017, has joined the CDP and will be seeking his seventh term. While the LDP’s
MITANI Hidehiro managed to win a PR seat in 2017, he still ran more than twenty points
behind Eda, who has consistently surpassed 50% of the vote.
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CALL: CDP hold

***Kanagawa #9***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

RYU Hirofumi | CDP 6Xx n/a ks
NAKAYAMA LDP 3x Aso FILEE
Norihiro

SAITO Nodoka | JCP 0 n/a BEEBEOED
YOSHIDA Ishin 0 n/a SHAK
Taisei

RYU Hirofumi has repeatedly won narrow victories in Kanagawa-9, defeating the
LDP’s NAKAYAMA Norihiro 41.3%-40.3% in 2017, 37.9%-35.2% in 2014, and 36.9%-
31.9% in 2012. These victories have been narrow in part to other non-LDP candidates
in the race, including the JCP’s SAITO Nodoka in 2017, who received more than 18% of
the vote. The 2014 election also featured a JCP candidate and an Ishin candidate.
Ryd’s ability to win the seat repeatedly despite multiple opposition candidates in the
race suggests that he could again win the seat under similar conditions.

CALL: CDP hold

Kanagawa #10
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANAKA LDP 8x Aso A A F &
Kazunori
HATANO Kimie | JCP 2x/UH 1x n/a 1HEFE A
SUZUKI Atsushi | DPFP 0 n/a ;AR
KIMURA Rytna | Ishin 0 n/a RSk

Kanagawa-19 is a rare district in which a JCP candidate ran closely enough to win a
PR seat. The JCP’'s HATANO Kimie, who was elected as a purely PR candidate in 2014,
won a PR seat with 22% in 2017. The LDP’s TANAKA Kazunori should still win
comfortably due to the opposition vote’s being divided between the JCP, DPFP, and
Ishin.

CALL: LDP hold
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Kanagawa #11

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

KOIZuMI LDP 4x No faction NRIERER
Shinjiro

HAYASHI JCP 0 n/a MOy HE
Nobuaki

KOIZUMI Shinjiro won with nearly 80% in 2017.

CALL: LDP hold

Kanagawa #12
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ABE Tomoko CDP 7x n/a Ba] 2B 1+
HOSHINO LDP 3x Suga group BEERL+
Tsuyoshi
MITO Masashi Ishin 1x/ UH 1x n/a KFE £EL

The CDP’s TOMOKO Abe, a former member of the Social Democratic Party, has
contested every election in the district since 2000 and, while she won PR seats six
times, 2017 was the first time she won the seat outright when she defeated the LDP’s
HOSHINO Tsuyoshi by less than two percentage points, despite a Party of Hope
candidate also running. Even the presence of an Ishin candidate will not stymie her
reelection.

CALL: CDP hold

Kanagawa #13
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AMARI Akira LDP 12x Aso H F 85
FUTORI Hideshi | CDP 0 n/a K&
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AMARI Akira, named the LDP’s secretary-general by Kishida, faces a surprisingly
close challenge according to opinion polls. His opponent is FUTORI Hideshi, a former
aide to DPJ-turned-LDP lawmaker NAGASHIMA Akihisa, who received 27.7% of the
vote as a Party of Hope candidate in 2017. The absence of a JCP candidate could
boost Futori’'s chances, perhaps enough to win a PR seat, but Amari is still likely to

prevail.

CALL: LDP hold

***Kanagawa #14***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

AKAMA Jiro LDP 4x Aso i =
NAGATOMO CDP 0 n/a RE=F
Yoshihiro

AKAMA Jird was first elected in 2005, lost by a large margin 2009, and, since
returning in 2012, has won Kanagawa-14 without reaching 50% thanks to divided
opposition fields. In 2017, facing a Party of Hope candidate and a JCP candidate,
Akama received 46.5%, suggesting his vulnerability to a unified opposition campaign.
The CDP’s NAGATOMO Yoshihiro is a former secretary to FUJII Hirohisa, a former
finance minister under non-LDP governments who represented Kanagawa-14, and local
and prefectural assembly member. Akama may be vulnerable, but probably has an

edge.

CALL: LDP hold

Kanagawa #15
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KONO Tard LDP 8x Aso SAI BF A BB
SASAKI SDP 0 n/a TETE RD
Katsumi
WATANABE NHK 0 n/a Eil REF
Mariko

KONO Taré will win his ninth term easily, facing one of the few SDP candidates

running in an SMD this year.

CALL: LDP hold
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***Kanagawa #16***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

YOSHIIE LDP 3x/UH 1x Hosoda FRLN
Hiroyuki

GOTO Yiichird | CDP 4x n/a BEH—

The LDP’s YOSHIIE Hiroyuki and the CDP’s GOTO Yiichird have fought close races
over the past decade. GOTO won the seat as a DPJ candidate in 2009; Yoshiie won the
seat by three points in 2012, then beat GOTO again in 2014 by half a percentage point
and by six points in 2017, leaving GOTO to settle for a PR seat each time. The national
trend could favor GOTO this time, particularly without a JCP candidate in the race.

CALL: CDP pickup

Kanagawa #17
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MAKISHIMA LDP 3x Aso HELNA
Karen
KAMIYAMA CDP 2X n/a #ILEN
Yosuke
YAMADA JCP 0 n/a WA IE
Tadashi

The LDP’s MAKISHIMA Karen, who was named digital affairs minister in the Kishida
government, has won comfortably since first winning office in 2012. She took 51% in
2017, running against KAMIYAMA Yosuke (then a Party of Hope candidate) and a JCP
candidate. Facing a similar field this year, she is likely to win again.

CALL: LDP hold

Kanagawa #18
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAMAGIWA LDP 5x Aso 1L PR K& BB
Daishiro
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MIMURA CDP 1x n/a =Rt
Kazuya

YOKOTA Ishin 0 n/a W HIE
Mitsuhiro

The LDP’s YAMAGIWA Daishiro, who was named economic revitalization minister in
the Kishida government, finished second and took a PR seat in 2003 and lost in 2009,
but has otherwise won every race in Kanagawa-18. He is likely to win comfortably in this

election.

CALL: LDP hold

YAMANASHI

Yamanashi #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKAJIMA CDP 3x n/a FERC
Katsuhito
NAKATANI LDP 3x Takeshita hAE—
Shinichi
HENMI NHK 0 n/a LREN
Nobuyuki
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The CDP’s NAKAJIMA Katsuhito, who first won a PR seat as a Minna no to
candidate running the former Yamanashi-3 in 2009, defeated the LDP’s candidate by
less than 0.5% to win the district in 2014, and then won by a similar margin over the
LDP’s NAKATANI Shinichi in 2017. Polls show that the two candidates are neck and
neck, and HENMI Nobuyuki, a candidate from the minor anti-NHK party, could make the
difference. As a doctor, Nakajima might have a slight edge in this election.

CALL: CDP hold

Yamanashi #2

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

HORIUCHI LDP 3x Kishida YENEE
Noriko

ICHIIKI Tomoko | CDP 0 n/a WEEHF
OKUBO Reiko | JCP 0 n/a RKAB®R HF

HORIUCHI Noriko, the daughter-in-law of a senior LDP politician who represented a
Yamanashi constituency for all but one term from 1976 to 2009, won her first term via
PR in 2012, finishing second behind a DPJ candidate. She was second again in 2014,
winning another PR seat, and then won outright in 2017 despite not receiving the LDP’s
endorsement due to a rival LDP candidate. With the LDP vote united and the opposition
divided between CDP and JCP — and Horiguchi elevated to the Kishida cabinet as
minister for vaccinations — she is likely to win again.

CALL: LDP hold
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TOKYO BLOCK

11,542,928 voters (October 2021)
17 PR seats
25 Constituencies
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TOKYO SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 12 -8

CDP 12 +8
Komeito 1 0

NB: LDP total includes Tokyo-15, where the LDP is backing an independent in a seat

previously held by an LDP member.

My base case in Tokyo has the CDP gaining enough seats in the capital to equal the

LDP. Results should be correlated across a number of districts in Tokyo in which the
opposition has suffered from poor coordination, enabling LDP candidates to win with
relatively modest pluralities but also leaving them vulnerable to a more organized

opposition campaign. Polls show close races across much of the capital, suggesting
that CDP gains in one or two could be indicative of pickups across the board in Tokyo.

TOKYO PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party

Total

Change

LDP

CDP

Komeito

JCP

Ishin

+2

Reiwa

= ININN RO

+1
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***Tokyo #1***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAIEDA Banri | CDP 7X n/a BIHTE
YAMADA Miki LDP 3x Hosoda 1Ly A 3 15t
ONO Taisuke Ishin 0 n/a NFEVT T
NAITO Hisao Independent 0 n/a N X IE

Tokyo’s first district has been a fiercely contested battleground, with no incumbent
holding the seat for more than two consecutive elections. KAIEDA Banri, a former
leader of the DPJ, has held the seat 2000-2005, 2009-2012, and since 2017, winning
PR seats in 1996 and 2012 and losing outright in 2005 and 2014. YAMADA Miki, a
former MITI official turned consultant, narrowly bested Kaieda in a nine-candidate race
in 2012 and then defeated again Kaieda in 2014, making Kaieda the first party leader
since 1949 to lose his seat. Kaieda got his revenge in 2017 when he reclaimed the seat
by roughly a percentage point. While the race will be close again, the trend points to
Kaieda winning again.

CALL: CDP hold

Tokyo #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TSUJI Kiyoto LDP 3x Kishida EA
MATSUO CDP 1Xx n/a AR BAEL
Akihiro
KIMURA ltaru Reiwa 0 n/a A2
KIUCHI Ishin 0 n/a Nl k!
Takatane
DEGUCHI Independent 0 n/a O 48 —Ep
Shinichird

The LDP’s TSUJI Kiyoto has won comfortably against divided fields since first
winning in 2012. While the CDP’s MATSUOQO Akihiro finished less than nine points
behind — and wound up with a PR seat in 2020 after another lawmaker resigned — the
divided field will make it difficult for Tsuji to be unseated.

CALL: LDP hold
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Tokyo #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ISHIHARA LDP 4x Ishihara Vel
Hirotaka
MATSUBARA CDP 7X n/a /NG
Jin
KOZAI JCP 0 n/a BELON
Katsusuke

Tokyo-3, has been held by ISHIHARA Hirotaka, younger brother of LDP faction
leader ISHIHARA Nobuteru and son of former Tokyo Governor ISHIHARA Shintaro,
since 2012. He also won in 2005. The CDP’s MATSUBARA Jin, meanwhile, won in
2000, 2003, 2009, and ran closely enough behind Ishihara to win PR seats in each of
the last three elections. This is their seventh election facing off. While the JCP’s support
has likely hindered Matsubara during the past three elections, polls suggest that
Matsubara could be poised to succeed even with the JCP’s KOZAI Katsusuke in the
race.

CALL: CDP pickup

Tokyo #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAIRA Masaaki | LDP 5x Ishiba SE 5 8H
TANIGAWA JCP 0 n/a ANET
Tomoyuki
HAYASHI Ishin 0 n/a MEEHE
TomookKi

The LDP’s TAIRA Masaaki has represented this district since 2005, with the
exception of 2009, when he lost by two points and had to settle for a PR seat. His
victories have been comfortable, with the opposition alliance running only a JCP
candidate, he should win again.

CALL: LDP hold

***Tokyo #5***
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

WAKAMIYA LDP 4x Takeshita 2=
Kenji

TEZUKA Yoshio | CDP 4x n/a FiF_i#
TABUCHI Ishin 0 n/a EABIEX
Masafumi

WAKAMIYA Keniji, who first won a Diet seat as a PR candidate in 2005, has held
Tokyo-5 since 2012. His victories have been slender; his highest vote share is 41.15%,
in 2017, when he edged out the CDP’s TEZUKA Yoshio, who received 40.28%. Tezuka
also had to contend with a Party of Hope candidate, who received 18.5% of the vote.
While Ishin’s TABUCHI Masafumi could capture some of the non-LDP vote, Tezuka
could be well positioned to win the seat he last won outright in 2009. A victory over
Wakamiya could be embarrassing for the prime minister, as Wakamiya was named as
minister for the 2025 Osaka world expo in the Kishida government.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Tokyo #6***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OCHIAI CDP 2x n/a EBEEEZ
Takayuki
OCHI Takao LDP 4x Hosoda HMEEE
USUI Rie Ishin 0 n/a 590 %

The race in Tokyo-6 in 2017 was one of the closest in the country, with the CDP’s
OCHIAI Takayuki besting OCHI Takao (a grandson of the late FUKUDA Takeo and
nephew of FUKUDA Yasuo) by 1,978 votes. The two candidates are on track for
another race decided by a slender margin, but Ochiai may still have the edge due to
incumbency and the alliance with the JCP.

CALL: CDP hold

Tokyo #7
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NAGATSUMA | CDP 7X n/a =
Akira

MATSUMOTO | LDP 4x Hosoda FAZK 37 BH
Bunmei

TSUJI Kentard | Ishin 0 n/a 2L #AER
INO Keiji NHK 0 n/a BB ET
KOMIYAMA Independent 0 n/a JALLSE
Hiroshi

NAGATSUMA Akira is a CDP heavyweight who has won Tokyo-7 in every election
but 2005 (when he received a PR seat) since 2000. He will win an eighth term

comfortably.

CALL: CDP hold

***Tokyo #8***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ISHIHARA LDP 10x Ishihara FRHER
Nobuteru
YOSHIDA CDP 0 n/a T HEX
Harumi
KASATANI Keiji | Ishin 0 n/a AEEICEF

Although the LDP’s ISHIHARA Nobuteru has won this district in every election since
its creation, his victories have been more slender than his heavyweight status would
suggest, depending as much on large opposition fields as on his support within the
district. For example, in 2017, Ishihara was reelected with only 39% of the vote in a six-
candidate field. With the field more consolidated — and no JCP candidate in the race —
the CDP’s YOSHIDA Harumi stands a better chance of surpassing Ishihara. Yoshida’s
chances were also helped when Reiwa’'s YAMAMOTO Taro reversed a decision to
enter the Tokyo-8 race. Polls show that the CDP does enjoy an edge in the district.

CALL: CDP pickup

Tokyo #9
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

ANDO Takao LDP 1x Hosoda REEk
YAMAGISHI CDP 0 n/a LE—4%
Issei

MINAMI Jun Ishin 0 n/a I 75 n
KOBAYASHI Yamato 0 n/a R ER
KOKki

The resignation of the LDP’s SUGAWARA Isshiu due to a campaign finance scandal
has opened up a race in a district that Sugawara had consistently won easily. Polls
point to a close race between the LDP’s ANDO Takao, who won a PR seat in 2017, and
the CDP’s YAMAGISHI Issei, a former Asahi Shimbun reporter, but suggest that
Yamagishi has the upper hand.

CALL: CDP pickup

**Tokyo #10***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SUZUKI Hayato | LDP 2X Takeshita SREA
SUZUKI Yosuke | CDP 0 n/a BWAREN
FUJIKAWA Ishin 0 n/a SUN =zh UL
Takashi
SAWAGUCHI Kokoro 0 n/a SRO%5 5]
Y Uji
KOYAMA Toru Independent 0 n/a AN

Tokyo-10, the former district of Tokyo Governor KOIKE Yuriko, has been won by the
LDP in every election except 2009. SUZUKI Hayato, the latest LDP candidate to win the
district, won in a six-candidate rate in 2017, taking 37.37% of the vote; the CDP’s
SUZUKI Yosuke finished second with 28.77%, failing to win a PR seat. While the race
appears to be close, the LDP appears likely to win the seat again.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #11
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

SHIMOMURA LDP 8x Hosoda TR
Hakubun

AKUTSU CDP 4x n/a fo A EZZ
Y ukihiko

NISHINOHARA | JCP 0 n/a mZzEEt
Shato

KUWAJIMA Independent 0 n/a REEX
Yasufumi

SHIMOMURA Hakubun, the LDP heavyweight ally of Abe, has held this seat

continuously since its creation, even winning in 2009 by a percentage point. With CDP
and JCP candidates running in the district, Shimomura’s seat is safe.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #12
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OKAMOTO Komeito 3x n/a R4S = B,
Mitsunari
IKEUCHI Saori | JCP 1x n/a ihSp
ABE Tsukasa Ishin 0 n/a Ba] [ &)

Komeito’s OKAMOTO Mitsunari, who has won PR seats since 2012, has been
selected to replace retiring Komeito lawmaker OTA Akihiro, who had won every election
save 2009 since 2003. Ota’s wins were not necessarily large, although he surpassed
50% in 2017 running against the JCP’s IKEUCHI Saori, who was the unified opposition
candidate. Ikeuchi ran close to Ota in 2014 to win a PR seat but was unable to do so in
2017. Polling suggests that the race could be close — there are questions about
Okamoto’s support from LDP supporters, something Ishin’s ABE Tsukasa can take
advantage of — but Okamoto’s winning is still the likeliest outcome.

CALL: Komeito hold

Tokyo #13
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

TSUCHIDA Shin | LDP 0 TBD TH1E
KITAJO CDP 0 n/a ILFREZ
Tomohiko

SAWADA JCP 0 n/a SREHEE
Shingd

WATANABE Independent 0 n/a EilFxs
Hidetaka

HASHIMOTO Independent 0 n/a BAREZE
Magomi

The LDP’s TSUCHIDA Shin is a newcomer running to succeed the retiring
KAMOSHITA Ichird, who had won nine elections dating back to 1993. In the past two
elections, he had surpassed 55% against divided fields. With CDP and JCP candidates
running, Tsuchida is well placed to win the seat.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #14
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUSHIMA | LDP 6x Hosoda MEHKEY)
Midori
KIMURA CDP 1x n/a ARF R T
Taketsuka
NISHIMURA Ishin 0 n/a ICLESsEE
Emi
OTSUKA Kikuo | Independent 0 n/a KIR W2 A0t
TAKEMOTO Independent 0 n/a MERFZ
Hideyuki
YANAMOTO Independent 0 n/a 2 F0 Al
Kazunori

Since her first victory in 2003, the LDP’s MATSUSHIMA Midori has held Tokyo-14
since 2003, winning by comfortable if not overwhelming margins over divided fields.
While the absence of a JCP candidate could help the CDP’s KIMURA Taketsuka,
Matsushima still has the advantage in the constituency.

CALL: LDP hold
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Tokyo #15
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAKIZAWA Mito | Independent 4x n/a R AR IR
IDO Masae CDP 1x n/a HFPIER
KANEZAWA Yui | Ishin 0 n/a 2FE L
SAKURAI Japan First 0 n/a P HER
Makoto
IMAMURA Independent 0 n/a SHES
Hirofumi
INO Takashi Independent 0 n/a EEFPE
YOSHIDA Koji Independent 0 n/a S H%EF

Tokyo-15 had been held by the LDP’s AKIMOTO Tsukasa, who was found guilty and
has been sentenced to four years in prison for taking bribes from a Chinese gambling
company interested in setting up a casino in Japan. He had won the seat outright in

2017 after finishing second to KAKIZAWA Mito in 2012 and 2014. Kakizawa, running as
an independent with the LDP’s backing this year, previously won the district (or PR
seats) as a Minna no to, Ishin, and Party of Hope candidate. Opposing Kakizawa in this
race is the CDP’s IDO Masae, who won a seat in Hyogo prefecture in 2009. While this
is an unusually crowded field — including SAKURAI Makoto, founder of the xenophobic
anti-Korean Zaitokukai, who could win at least 10% of the vote — Kakizawa's history
representing the district and his ability to draw from both LDP voters and non-LDP
conservative voters could seal his victory.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #16
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; PR) election wins name
ONISHI Hideo LDP 3x Hosoda KRS
MIZUNO Motoko | CDP 0 n/a LIEEZ
OTA Ayaka JCP 0 n/a KHEET
NAKATSUGAWA | Ishin 3x n/a RN BE
Hirosato &
TANAKA Ken NHK 0 n/a A 42
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The LDP’s ONISHI Hideo has won three terms with vote shares below 50% thanks
to divided fields. In 2017, for example, he received 40.9%, but CDP and Party of Hope
candidates divided the remaining 59.1% between them, ensuring his victory. The
outcome should be similar this time. The incumbent may win a small plurality, but none

of the rivals seems likely to surpass his vote share.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #17
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HIRASAWA LDP 8x Nikai R B 5
Katsuei
MADOKA DPFP UH 3x n/a MH&tV)F
Yoriko
ARAI Sugio JCP 0 n/a HHZE
INOKUCHI Ishin 0 n/a WO BEF
Sachiko

HIRASAWA Katsuei has won Tokyo-17 in every election since 1996,
60% of the vote in 2017. He will win his ninth term.

CALL: LDP hold

receiving nearly

Tokyo #18
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAN Naoto CDP 13x n/a EEBEA
NAGASHIMA LDP 6X Nikai EEBAXA
Akihisa
KOYASU Independent 0 n/a FLIEE
Masami

After finishing second and settling for PR seats in 2012 and 2014, former prime
minister KAN NAOTO won by less than 0.5% to retake Tokyo-18. This time, he will face
NAGASHIMA Akihisa, a former DPJ lawmaker. Nagashima had represented Tokyo-21
for his entire parliamentary career — winning the district in 2017 as a Party of Hope
candidate — but after joining the LDP in 2019, the party decided to move Nagashima to
Tokyo-18 and leave Tokyo-21 to the LDP’s ODAWARA Kiyoshi, who lost nearly to
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Nagashima in 2017. Nagashima faces an uphill climb to win in his new district, as polls
show Kan enjoying a steady lead.

CALL: CDP hold

Tokyo #19
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUMOTO | LDP 4x Nikai WA EFE
Yohei
SUEMATSU CDP 6x n/a N3]
Yoshinori
YAMAZAKI Ishin 0 n/a ||| 5 2 B
Hideaki

The LDP’s MATSUMOTO Yohei has never received more than 46% of the vote, and
his high came in his first election, in 2005. Subsequently, he has won by increasingly
small margins over the CDP’s SUEMATSU Yoshinori, who won a PR seat in 2017 after
failing in 2012 and 2014. With no JCP candidate in the race, Suematsu is looking like a
stronger candidate to retake the seat.

CALL: CDP pickup

Tokyo #20
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KIHARA Seiji LDP 4x Kishida REH—
MIYAMOTO JCP 2x n/a = A E
Tooru
MAEDA Ishin 0 n/a B H & — BP
Junichiro

KIHARA Seiji is close to Prime Minister Kishida, and was named deputy chief
cabinet secretary and aide to the prime minister in October. Kihara won with 52% of the
vote against JCP and DPJ candidates in 2017. Against a JCP and Ishin candidate this
year, he should be comfortably reelected. The JCP’s MIYAMOTO Tooru will be aiming
for his third consecutive finish good enough to win a PR seat.

CALL: LDP hold
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***Tokyo #21***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ODAWARA LDP 3x Hosoda PNHEER
Kiyoshi
OKAWARA CDP 1x/UH 1x n/a IO R HEF
Masako
TAKEDA Ishin 0 n/a T H ¢ BH
Mitsuaki

With NAGASHIMA Akihisa’s move to Tokyo-18, ODAWARA Kiyoshi, who finished
second and won PR seats in 2012 and 2017 and won the district in 2014, is the LDP
nominee again. OKAWARA Masako won a Tokyo PR seat in 2017 and previously
served a term in the upper house. While Odawara has been a strong contender,
Okawara will benefit from the absence of a JCP or, as in 2017, an SDP candidate in the

race.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Tokyo #22***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ITO Tatsuya LDP 8x No faction FEED
YAMAHANA CDP 4x n/a MIPIZ:ES
Ikuo
KUSHIBUCHI Reiwa 0 n/a X 7 B
Manri
HASEGAWA NHK 0 n/a ER)I| %F
Yohei

Every election in Tokyo-22 since its creation has featured either ITO Tatsuya, a
member of the Yamahana family, or both, starting with a race between 1t6 and
YAMAHANA Sadao in 1996, YAMAHANA Ikuo’s successful run as DPJ candidate

following in his father’s footsteps in 2000, and then back and forth struggles between Ito
and the younger Yamahana from 2003 onwards. Yamahana won in 2003 and 2009; 1t6
in 2005, 2012, 2014, and 2017. Only in 2003 and 2017 was the runner-up able to win a
PR seat. I1t0’s victories since 2012 have been modest and dependent on a divided non-
LDP vote. While the absence of a JCP candidate should help Yamahana, it is unclear
what impact the presence of Reiwa’s KUSHIBUCHI Manri — who won Tokyo-23 as a
DPJ candidate in 2009 — will have on Yamahana'’s chances. If Yamahana can
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consolidate most of the opposition vote from 2017, he should still have enough room to
spare even if Reiwa captures some of that vote.

CALL: CDP pickup

***Tokyo #23***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OGURA LDP 3x Nikai NEKE
Masanobu
ITO Shunsuke CDP 1x n/a FEERH

OGURA Masanobu, a former BOJ official who was part of the LDP’s 2012 class, has
never passed 45% of the vote in his three victories, reaching 44.95% against ITO
Shunsuke (running as a Party of Hope candidate) and a JCP candidate. Ogura’s other
victories came with smaller vote shares against larger fields. Against a unified
opposition, Ogua’s position looks vulnerable.

CALL: CDP pickup

Tokyo #24
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HAGIUDA LDP 8x No faction FERR—
Koichi
SATO Yumi DPFP 4x n/a £ B=E
ASAKURA SDP 0 n/a BE h\F
Reiko
YOSHIKAWA JCP 0 n/a FIEoH
Honoko

HAGIUDA Kaoichi, the Abe ally who occupied an increasingly prominent series of jobs
during the Abe administration, has won comfortably if not overwhelmingly over the past
three elections. With the opposition field still divided, he will hold the seat again.

CALL: LDP hold

Tokyo #25
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

INOUE Shinji LDP 6x Aso HEER
SHIMADA CDP 0 n/a EHER
Yukinari

INOUE Shinji, the LDP’s representative in Tokyo-25, has won the district without

interruption since 2003. He has faced divided fields, but still received large shares of the

vote. Even with a unified opposition, he should win comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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HOKURIKU-SHINETSU BLOCK

6,079,250 voters (October 2021)
11 PR seats
19 Constituencies
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HOKURIKU-SHINETSU SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 9 -4
CcDP 10 +4

My base case is that the opposition alliance could enable the CDP to make gains in
Niigata and Nagano, and, if turnout increases, possibly gain closely fought seats in

Ishikawa.
HOKURIKU-SHINETSU PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
Party Total Change
LDP 4 -1
CDP 4 +2
Komeito 1 -
JCP 1 -
Ishin 1 +1
NIIGATA

Niigata #1
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NISHIMURA CDP 5x No faction BN E
Chinami

TSUKADA LDP UH 2x TBD B H—Bf
Ichird

ISHIZAKI Tooru | Ishin 3x n/a FIE

NISHIMURA Chinami, the CDP’s candidate this year, represented Niigata-1 from
2003-2012, won a PR seat in 2014 to reenter the Diet, and then won the district outright
again in 2017. Her opponent in 2017, ISHIZAKI Tooru, won a PR seat in 2017 but was
forced out of the LDP after a series of scandals. The party has nominated TSUKADA
Ichird instead, an LDP upper house representative from 2007-2019. The shuffling of
LDP candidates may not make much difference. After winning by more than six points in
2017, Nishimura should win by at least that much in this election.

CALL: CDP hold

Niigata #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HOSODA LDP 3x Hosoda MR —
Kenichi
TAKAKURA DPFP 0 n/a 58 R
Sasae
TAIRA Ayako JCP 0 n/a EHX

The LDP’s HOSODA Kenichi, who won a PR seat in 2017, won Niigata-2 by .06% in
2014. He lost in 2017 to WASHIO Eiichird, who had previously won the constituency as
a DPJ candidate, won it as an independent in 2017, and then joined the LDP. The party
is running Washio as a purely PR candidate and running Hosoda in the district instead.
Hosoda is poised to win the constituency by a larger margin against a divided

opposition.

CALL: LDP hold

**Niigata #3***

Name
(Incumbent;
PR)

Party

Number of
election wins

Faction (LDP)

Japanese
name
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KUROIWA CDP 3x/UH 1x n/a BEEFFE
Takahiro
SAITO Hiroaki LDP 3x Aso ¥R

KUROIWA Takahiro, the CDP’s candidate this year, won Niigata-3 by 50 votes over
the LDP’s SAITO Hiroaki, who had won the seat in 2012 but has had to settle for PR
seats in 2014 and 2017. Kuroiwa likely has the edge in another tight race.

CALL: CDP hold

Niigata #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KIKUDA CDP 6x n/a FHELF
Makiko
KUNISADA LDP 0 TBD EEE A
Sanjo

KIKUDA Makiko, who first won Niigata-4 in 2003, reclaimed the district with a
convincing win in 2017 after settling for second-place finishes and PR seats in 2012 and
2014. Facing an LDP newcomer, she is likely to win her seventh term this year.

CALL: CDP hold

Niigata #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IZUMIDA LDP 1x Nikai SHBE
Hirohiko
YONEYAMA Independent 0 n/a KL pg—
Rydchi
MORI Tamio Independent 0 n/a FEX

The LDP’s IZUMIDA Hirohiko, a long-serving Niigata governor (2004-2016) and
former MITI official, won his first term as a member of the House of Representatives by
around seven points against an opposition-backed independent in 2017. In this election,
however, he faces the opposition-backed governor who succeeded him, YONEYAMA
Rydchi, as well as the LDP-backed candidate that Yoneyama defeated, MORI Tamio.

Polls show that Yoneyama has the advantage in this battle of governors.
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CALL: CDP pickup

Niigata #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKATORI LDP 4x Hosoda = R1E—
Shuichi
UMETANI CDP 0 n/a BMASE
Mamoru
KANDORI Independent 0 n/a wELE
Kosan

The CDP’s UMETANI Mamoru, a former local politician and secretary to DPJ Diet
members, fought a close battle as an independent in 2017, losing by roughly a
percentage point to the LDP’s TAKATORI Shuichi. Although Takatori has been a fairly
strong candidate since his first victory in 2005 — although he lost in 2009 — Umetani

benefited from the absence of a JCP candidate in 2017 and could do so again this year.

CALL: CDP pickup

TOYAMA

Toyama #1
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

TABATA LDP 3x Hosoda FH {8 ¥4 BR
Hiroaki

NISHIO Masaei | CDP 0 n/a AEEET ALV
AOYAMA JCP 0 n/a BTN
Ryosuke

YOSHIDA Ishin 1x n/a THESE
Toyofumi

Facing a divided field, the LDP’s TABATA Hiroaki, who received more than 59% of
the vote against Ishin’s YOSHIDA Toyofumi and the JCP’s AOYAMA Rydsuke in 2017,
will no doubt benefit from a CDP candidate also joining the race.

CALL: LDP hold

Toyama #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
UEDA Eishun LDP 0 TBD FHE®
KOSHIKAWA CDP 0 n/a B ErE
Yasuharu

UEDA Eishun, a veteran local politician, will replace the retiring MIYAKOSHI
Mitsuhiro, and will face off against KOSHIKAWA Yasuharu, a political neophyte. UEDA
will secure the seat.

CALL: LDP hold

Toyama #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TACHIBANA LDP 4x No faction EE—EBf
Keiichird
SAKAMOTO JCP 0 n/a RAFSE
Hiroshi
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In 2014, the LDP’s TACHIBANA Keiichiro faced off against the JCP’s SAKAMOTO
Hiroshi and received 81% of the vote. A similar result is assured.

CALL: LDP hold

ISHIKAWA

Ishikawa #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOMORI Takuo | LDP 0 TBD NFREEB
ARAI Atsushi CDP 0 n/a Hs\NEE
KAMEDA JCP 0 n/a BEHREH
Ryosuke
KOBAYASHI Ishin 0 n/a IEX U
Makoto

The LDP’s HASE Hiroshi, a former professional wrestler, had finished first or second
in every race in Ishikawa-1 since 2000. However, he is not seeking reelection and is
instead seeking Ishikawa’s governorship. The LDP has nominated KOMORI Takuo, a
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former finance ministry official, to replace him. Against a divided opposition field, he
should win comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

Ishikawa #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SASAKI Hajime | LDP 3x Hosoda 2 K&
SAKAMOTO JCP 0 n/a AR E
Hiroshi
YAMAMOTO Independent 0 n/a AR Z
Yasuhiko

Ishikawa-2, which had been represented by former prime minister MORI Yoshird
until his retirement, has been held by the LDP for the entirety of its existence. Facing a
JCP candidate, SASAKI Hajime should win another term easily.

CALL: LDP hold

***Ishikawa #3***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NISHIDA Shoji | LDP 1x Kishida EHB=
KONDO Kazuya | CDP 2x n/a TRt
KURACHI Independent 0 n/a 2 HBE—
Shoichi

The LDP’s NISHIDA Shaji won his first term in 2017, edging out the CDP’s KONDO
Kazuya — then running as a Party of Hope candidate — by just over one percentage
point. Kondd had won a narrow (0.1%) victory in 2009 and struggled to regain his seat
in 2012 and 2014, but did win a PR seat in 2017. While polls suggest that Kondo has
kept the race close, Nishida may prevail again.

CALL: LDP hold

FUKUI
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Fukui #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
INADA Tomomi | LDP 5x Hosokawa FEHEAEE
NODA Tomihisa | CDP 0 n/a HHEA

INADA Tomomi has won this seat comfortably, and a unified opposition will probably

not make much difference in the outcome.

CALL: LDP hold

**Eukui #2**

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

TAKAGI LDP 7x Hosokawa =Y &
Tsuyoshi

SAIKI Takeshi CDP 2x n/a HEARRE

The LDP’s TAKAGI Tsuyoshi won five elections running in Fukui-3 before the district

was eliminated by redistricting. Since moving over to Fukui-2 in 2014, he has won with
61.5% in 2014 and 54.2% in 2017. A unified opposition could narrow the race, but
Takagi’s strength — he even won in 2009 — and an experienced contender in the CDP’s
SAIKI Takeshi could make for a closer race.
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CALL: LDP hold

NAGANO

Nagano #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHINOHARA CDP 6x n/a BREF
Takashi
WAKABAYASHI | LDP UH 1x Hosoda EMEK
Kenta

The CDP’s SHINOHARA Takashi has contested this district in every election since
2003, winning PR seats in 2003 and 2005, and winning the district in every election
since 2009. He is on track to win again, against former LDP upper house member
WAKABAYASHI Kenta.

CALL: CDP hold

Nagano #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SHIMOJO CDP 4x n/a T%&#D
Mitsu

MUTAI LDP 3x Aso BEEN
Shinsuke

TEZUKA Ishin 0 n/a FIx K&
Daisuke

In Nagano-2, the CDP’s SHIMOJO Mitsu and the LDP’s MUTAI Shinsuke have
battled since 2009, with Shimojo winning in 2009 and 2017 and Mutai winning in 2012
and 2014. 2017 was the first time the loser won a PR seat, when Mutai finished with
30.43% to Shimojo’s 35.47%. This time, polls show that Shimojo’s margin of victory
could be greater, not least thanks to the absence of more left-wing opposition

candidates.

CALL: CDP hold

Nagano #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IDE Yosei LDP 3x Aso HHBEE
KOZU Takeshi | CDP 0 n/a R
IKE Takao NHK 0 n/a mEE

IDE Yosei was elected in 2017 from the Party of Hope, became an independent, and
then joined with the LDP after rejecting the merger between the CDP and the
Democratic Party for the People. Having won in 2017 with 53% of the vote, Ide is a
potentially formidable candidate and enjoys a slight lead in polls. It is possible, however,
that CDP’s KOZU Takeshi will be able to tap into the support of nonaligned voters to

surpass lde.

CALL: CDP pickup

Nagano #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
GOTO LDP 6x No faction BEES

96




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

Shigeyuki

NAGASE
Yukiko

JCP

n/a

REHBT

GOTO Shigeyuki, recently named minister of health, labor, and welfare in the
Kishida government, lost in 2009 but has otherwise held Nagano-4 since 2000. Facing
only a JCP candidate, he will win a seventh term.

CALL: LDP hold

***Nagano #5***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MIYASHITA LDP 5x Hosoda =T —EB
Ichiro

SOGA lItsurd CDP 0 n/a = RIEER

While the LDP’s MIYASHITA Ichird has generally won this seat comfortably since

succeeding his father in 2003 — with the exception of 2009 — in 2017 his vote share fell
below 50% against CDP and Party of Hope candidates. Polls suggest that Soga has an
advantage among independents, which could make the difference in what appears to be

a close race.

CALL: CDP pickup
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TOKAI BLOCK

12,334,552 voters (October 2021)
21 PR seats
32 Constituencies
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TOKAI SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 19 -4

CDP 12 +6
DPFP 1 0
Independents 0 -2

My base case has the CDP making some gains but the LDP will claw back some of
its losses by picking up seats being vacated by opposition-affiliated independents in
Tokai, Japan’s industrial heartland. While the opposition has run strongly in the block in
the past — the DPJ won all 15 seats in Aichi in 2009 — the LDP has recruited strong
candidates and the division of the DPJ and the retirement of prominent opposition
politicians will make it difficult for the opposition to regain lost ground.

TOKAI PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party Total Change
LDP 9 +1

CDP 6 +1
Komeito 2 -

JCP 2 +1
Ishin 2 +1
GIFU
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Gifu #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NODA Seiko LDP 9x No faction HHEF
KAWAMOTO CDP 0 n/a ATV
Keisuke
YAMAKOSHI JCP 0 n/a L AR
Tooru
TSUCHIDA Independent 0 n/a T HIE¥%
Masamitsu

NODA Seiko’s seat is safe, particularly against a divided opposition.

CALL: LDP hold

Gifu #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANAHASHI LDP 8x Aso HWEE L
Yasufumi
OTANI Yuriko DPFP 0 n/a KAEHEF
MIO Keiji JCP 0 n/a =RBEF

The LDP’s TANAHASHI Yasufumi has won Gifu-2 for the entirety of its existence,
most recently by overwhelmingly large margins. He will win again, facing a divided

opposition.

CALL: LDP hold

Gifu #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MUTO Yoji LDP 4x Aso RERE
SAKAGUCHI CDP 2x n/a ROE A
Naoto
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MUTO Y6ji won for the first time in 2005, lost in 2009, and has won every election
since 2012, all with at least 50% of the vote. In this election, he faces the CDP’s
SAKAGUCHI Naoto, who won a Wakayama seat in 2009 and a PR seat in 2012, but
has been out of the Diet since. Mutd will likely win reelection comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

**Gifu #4***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KANEKO LDP 1x Kishida IR
Shunpei
IMAI Masato CDP 4x n/a SHHEA
SAEKI Tetsuya | Ishiin 0 n/a 1R TO®

The LDP’s KANEKO Shunpei succeeded his father, a cabinet minister in the Koizumi

and Aso governments, in 2017, taking 49% to 42% for IMAI Masato, then a Party of

Hope candidate, who won a PR seat. While Imai, now running as a CDP candidate, will

benefit from the absence of a JCP candidate (the JCP took more than 8% in 2017),

Ishin’s SAEKI Tetsuya could take enough of a share of the vote to prevent Imai’s victory.

CALL: LDP hold

Gifu #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FURUYA Keiji | LDP 10x No faction HEEF
IMAI Ruru CDP 0 n/a SHD B
OZEKI Shoko JCP 0 n/a NEEFEF
YAMADA Rygji | Ishin 0 n/a LA E 7]

FURUYA Keiji has won every election in Gifu-5 except for 2009, when he had to
settle for a PR seat. Against a divided field, he will win reelection comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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SHIZUOKA

Shizuoka #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAMIKAWA LDP 6x Kishida EINEEF
Yoko
ENDO Yukihiro | CDP 0 n/a EBRITFE
AOYAMA Ishin 1x n/a =riES
Masayuki
TAKAHASHI DPFP 1x n/a SEEME
Miho

The LDP’s KAMIKAWA Yaoko received nearly 47% of the vote in 2017 against a
virtually identical field, and polls show that she will win with similar results this year.

CALL: LDP hold

Shizuoka #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IBAYASHI LDP 3x Aso HMERE
Tatsunori
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FUKUMURA CDP 0 n/a BERE
Takashi

YAMAGUCHI JCP 0 n/a W O #h s
Y uki

IBAYASHI Tatsunori, who won with 43% in 2012 but has received nearly 60% in
both 2014 and 2017, will benefit from a divided opposition field to win a fourth term.

CALL: LDP hold

**Shizuoka #3***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MIYAZAWA LDP 3x Hosoda =EET
Hiroyuki

KOYAMA CDP 2x n/a ANIIN:=TIN
Nobuhiro

KOYAMA Nobuhiro, running as an independent, took 37% in 2017 to MIYAZAWA
Hiroyuki’'s 44.5%, while a Party of Hope candidate took another 18%. With no other
opposition candidates in the race, Koyama, who won the district in 2009, appears

poised to unseat Miyazawa.

CALL: CDP pickup

Shizuoka #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUKAZAWA LDP 1x Kishida Rk —
Yoichi
TANAKA Ken DPFP 0 n/a mapa=kicd
NAKAMURA Ishin 0 n/a R FAWS
Kenichi

The LDP’s FUKAZAWA Yaichi received more than 60% of the vote in a 2020 by-
election to fill the seat vacated by the late MOCHIZUKI Yoshio. TANAKA Ken also ran
as the opposition candidate in that race and received only 35%. The LDP’s history of
success in the district points to another victory for Fukazawa.

CALL: LDP hold

Shizuoka #5
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

HOSONO Independent 7x Nikai P
Goshi (LDP)

YOSHIKAWA LDP 2X Kishida = JI#
Takeru

ONO Norikazu | CDP 0 n/a PNEDOYNHNT
CHIDA Hikaru Love Earth 0 n/a FH ¥

Shizuoka-5 is one of the sites of the battle within the LDP between Nikai and other

party bosses, with Nikai's backing former DPJ rising star HOSONO Goshi, who won the
district as a Party of Hope candidate in 2017 and subsequently joined the LDP, against
Kishida faction member YOSHIKAWA Takeru, who finished second to Hosono and won
a PR seat (although only after a higher finisher resigned to run for another office). The
veteran Hosono has a stronger base within the district and appears likely to capture a
greater share of the vote, not withstanding the divided LDP vote.

CALL: LDP hold

Shizuoka #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
WATANABE CDP 8x n/a LA
Shu
KATSUMATA LDP 3x Nikai B 1R 2 AR
Takaaki
YAMASHITA Ishin 0 n/a WSS &
KOKi

The CDP’s WATANABE Shu has won every election in Shizuoka-6 since its creation,
most recently as a Party of Hope candidate. His victories in 2012, 2014, and 2017 were
all relatively close, the margin falling to 0.27% in 2017, enabling the LDP’s
KATSUMATA Takaaki to win PR seats in the past three elections. Polls indicate that the
race could be close again, although perhaps not as narrow as in 2017.

Call: CDP hold

Shizuoka #7
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KIUCHI Minoru | LDP 5x No faction WA E
HIYOSHI Yata CDP 1x n/a EIE: PN

KIUCHI Minoru has won victories with large vote shares, including nearly 71% in
2014 and 66% in 2017. While HIYOSHI Yata won a PR seat with a third-place finish in

2017 as an Ishin candidate, it will be difficult to catch Kiuchi this year.

Call: LDP hold

***Shizuoka #8***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHIONOYA LDP 9x Hosoda A
Ryu
GENMA CDP 1x n/a RS RAER
Kentard

SHIONOYA Ryu has, with several interruptions, represented Shizuoka in the House
of Representatives since 1990. In the past three elections, he has faced GENMA
Kentard, who has run as an Ishin and Party of Hope candidate, winning a PR seat in
2017 with 39% of the vote. While Shionoya has received nearly 51% of the vote in the
past two elections, polls suggest that Genma could ride public discontent — which
contributed to the LDP’s upper house by-election loss on 24 October — into an upset

victory.

Call: CDP pickup

AICHI
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Aichi #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KUMADA LDP 3x Suga group REA B
Hiromichi
YOSHIDA CDP 2X n/a SHKEZ
Tsunehiko
KADOTA NHK 0 n/a P&
Setsuyo

Although the CDP’s YOSHIDA Tsunehiko won a PR seat running against the LDP’s
KUMADA Hiromichi, taking 32% of the vote to Kumada’s 41% (with a Party of Hope
candidate taking nearly 27%), polls suggest that Kumada, who has won with only
around 40% in each of his victories thanks to divided fields, could best Yoshida again,

although by a closer margin.

Call: LDP hold

Aichi #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

FURUKAWA DPFP 8x n/a HIITA
Motohisa

NAKAGAWA LDP 0 TBD )| &t
Takamoto

The DPFP’s FURUKAWA Motohisa, once a DPJ rising star, has represented Aichi-2
since 2000 without interruption. He will retain the seat again.

Call: DPFP hold

Aichi #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KONDO CDP 8x n/a T ERAE—
Shoichi
IKEDA LDP 3x Hosoda th HEE
Yoshitaka

The CDP’s KONDO Shaichi has lost only two elections — 1996 and 2012 — since the
creation of this constituency, and in both defeats he was revived through PR. In 2017,
he defeated the LDP’s IKEDA Yoshitaka by roughly ten percentage points, although
Ikeda won a PR seat. A similar outcome is likely.

Call: CDP hold

***Aichi #4***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KUDO Shoz6 LDP 3x Aso THE=
MAKI Yoshio CDP 6x n/a MEX
NAKATA Chiyo | Ishin 0 n/a FHS5 &K

The CDP’s MAKI Yoshio won four elections — 2000, 2003, 2005, and 2009 — as a
DPJ candidate before losing in 2012 as a candidate of the splinter Japan Future Party.
He won PR seats in 2014 and 2017, running against the LDP’s KUDO Shozé as an
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Ishin and Party of Hope candidate respectively. Kudd’s victories over Maki have not
been overwhelming, having been aided by divided opposition fields. Ishin’'s NAKATA
Chiyo could play that spoiler role this year, but Maki may have the edge nevertheless.

Call: CDP pickup

**Ajchi #5%

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

KANDA Kenji LDP 3x Hosoda HHEEX
NISHIKAWA CDP 0 n/a wml)ll&DL
Atsushi

MISAKI Maki Ishin 0 n/a I x &=

Aichi-5 is being vacated by the CDP’s AKAMATSU Hirotaka, who had won every
election save 2005 and 2012 in the constituency. His secretary, NISHIKAWA Atsushi,
will be running in his stead, against the LDP’s KANDA Kenji, who won in 2012 and took
PR seats in 2014 and 2017. Kanda looks like a stronger candidate against the
newcomer NISHIKAWA, but the overall trend could favor Nishikawa.

Call: CDP hold

Aichi #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NIWA Hideki LDP 5x Aso B P EH#
MATSUDA Isao | CDP 1x n/a YAETH
UCHIDA Ken JCP 0 n/a A H &

The LDP’s NIWA Hideki won Aichi-6 in 2005, lost in 2009, returned in a by-election
in 2011, and has held the seat ever since. With the CDP’s MATSUDA Isao, who was a
purely PR candidate in 2017, having to contend with a JCP candidate, Niwa should win
reelection comfortably.

Call: LDP hold

Aichi #7
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SUZUKI Juniji LDP 5x Hosoda #HARET
MORIMOTO CDP 1x n/a FHRAEMNE
Kazuyoshi

SUYAMA JCP 0 n/a Z=IIEIES
Hatsumi

This seat had been held by YAMAO Shiori, a prominent opposition politician whose
career was derailed by scandal. She still won Aichi-7 as an independent in 2017,
winning by only 834 votes over the LDP’s SUZUKI Juniji, but was orphaned by the CDP-
DPFP merger and appeared to be drifting rightward before announcing that she would
not seek reelection. Her retirement is a gift to Suzuki, who won the seat in 2005 and
2012 and secured PR seats in 2014 and 2017. Even without a JCP candidate in the
race, Suzuki has the edge over the CDP’s MORIMOTO Kazuyoshi, who won Aichi-15 in
2009; with a JCP candidate in the race, his victory is assured.

Call: LDP pickup

Aichi #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ITO Tadahiko LDP 4x Nikai FRERE
BANNO Yutaka | CDP 5x n/a HEE

The LDP’s ITO Tadahiko bested the CDP’s BANNO Yutaka, running as an
independent, by less than 1% of the vote in 2017. Banno had won the constituency as a
DPJ candidate in 2003 and 2009, and won PR seats in 2000, 2005, and 2014. With no
other candidates in the race — the JCP took roughly 8.5% in 2017 — Banno could be
poised to retake the seat.

Call: CDP pickup

Aichi #9
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAGASAKA LDP 3x Aso FIREEIE
Yasumasa
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OKAMOTO CDP 5x n/a M7 Ih
Mitsunori

The district of former prime minister KAIFU Toshiki — who won it as a candidate of
both the LDP and non-LDP opposition parties — it has been represented by the LDP’s
NAGASAKA Yasumasa since 2012, when he defeated the DPJ’s OKAMOTO Mitsunori.
Okamoto has won PR seats four times, most recently in 2017 when he received nearly
41% of the vote to Nagasaka's 47.5%. However, in this election, Okamoto appears set
to leverage his experience as a medical doctor and public interest in the pandemic to
unseat Nagasaka.

Call: CDP pickup

Aichi #10
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ESAKI Tetsuma | LDP 7x Nikai S iy 88 2
FUJIWARA CDP 0 n/a BRRE
Norimasa
SUGIMOTO Ishin 3x n/a MARFB
Kazumi
ITAKURA JCP 0x n/a WEEX
Masafumi
YASUI Misako Reiwa 0 n/a ZH EDF

The LDP’s ESAKI Tetsuma lost elections in Aichi-10 in 2000 and 2009 but has
otherwise represented this constituency since its creation. In recent years, he has
benefited from divided fields, enabling him to win with considerably less than 50% of the
vote. With four opposition candidates in the race — including SUGIMOTO Kazumi, who
won the constituency as a DPJ candidate in 2009 and a PR seat as an Ishin candidate
in 2017, when he finished third — Esaki will likely win again.

Call: LDP hold

Aichi #11
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAGI Tetsuya LDP 3x Ishiba NAKRE
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HONDA JCP 0 n/a ZNAEE"L
Nobuhiro

UMEMURA Independent 0 n/a BN ET
Tadashi

Aichi-11 is open following the retirement of FURUMOTO Shinichird, who held the
seat as a DPJ and then Party of Hope member from 2003 until now. Furumoto had not
joined with the CDP, and, seeing Toyota’s union, a key constituency negotiating with the
LDP, he believed that his chances of reelection were slim. The opposition’s backing the
JCP’s HONDA Nobuhiro suggests that the LDP’s YAGI Tetsuya, who finished second
and won PR seats in 2012, 2014, and 2017, will win easily.

Call: LDP pickup

Aichi #12
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHIGETOKU CDP 3x n/a BEEMZ
Kazuhiko
Aoyama Shuhei | LDP 3x Hosoda EWLWEFE

The CDP’s SHIGETOKU Kazuhiko won Aichi-12 outright in 2017 as an independent
after winning it as an Ishin candidate in 2014 and winning a PR seat as an Ishin
candidate in 2012. Having won the district by 16% over the LDP’'s AOYAMA Shuhei,
Shigetoku should retain the seat easily.

Call: CDP hold

Aichi #13
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONISHI CDP 4x n/a RKEREN
Kensuke
ISHII Taku LDP 0 TBD RHHF

The CDP’s ONISHI Kensuke won Aichi-13 in 2009, lost by 0.6% in 2012 and took a
PR seat, and regained the district in 2014, keeping it as a Party of Hope candidate in
2017. While his margins have been slender, he is still the favorite to retain the seat

against LDP newcomer ISHII Taku.
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Call: CDP hold

Aichi #14
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IMAEDA LDP 3x Aso SHE—HBB
Soichiro
TANAKA CDP 0 n/a e 7a B
Katsunori
NOZAWA JCP 0 n/a BREE=
Yasuyuki

The LDP’s IMAEDA Soichird won Aichi-14 in 2012 when he was 28, receiving

44.75% of the vote. He has steadily increased his vote share in subsequent elections,
winning $5.27% of the vote in 2017 against the CDP’s TANAKA Katsunori, then running
as a Party of Hope candidate, and a JCP candidate. Facing a similar field this year, he

will likely win comfortably.

Call: LDP hold

Aichi #15
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NEMOTO LDP 3x Hosoda BAREH
Yukinori
SEKI Kenichiro | CDP 1x n/a BE @& —Bp
SUGAYA Rya Reiwa 0 n/a FTHAXE

The LDP’s NEMOTO Yukinori received nearly 50% in 2017, with the CDP’s SEKI
Kenichird winning roughly 40% of the vote and taking a PR seat. The presence of
Reiwa’s SUGAYA Ryt in the race will make it difficult for Seki to close the gap.

Call: LDP hold

112




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

MIE

Mie #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAMURA LDP 8x Ishiba HAZTA
Norihisa
MATSUDA CDP 1x n/a WHEA
Naohisa
YAMADA Izumi | NHK 0 n/a AW &

After redistricting altered constituency boundaries, the LDP’s TAMURA Norihisa
moved from Mie-4 to Mie-1 in 2017. Tamura, who served as minister of health, labor,

and welfare under Abe and Suga, won by nearly eight points over the CDP’s MATSUDA

Naohisa, who had won a PR seat as an Ishin candidate in 2014 but was running as an
independent in 2017. Polls show that Tamura enjoys a large lead this year.

Call: LDP hold
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Mie #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKAGAWA CDP 8x n/a )| IEFHF
Masaharu
KAWASAKI LDP 0 TBD 5PN
Hideto

With his father’s retirement, the LDP’s KAWASAKI Hideto is running to win a district
that has been held by NAKAGAWA Masaharu since its creation. The elder Kawasaki
had previously run in Mie-1 but moved due to redistricting and lost to Nakagawa by
nearly eight points in 2017. Polls suggest that Nakagawa is in a closer fight with the
younger Kawasaki, but should still prevail.

Call: CDP hold

Mie #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OKADA CDP 10x n/a M HEt
Katsuya
ISHIHARA LDP 0 TBD ARER
Masataka

Longtime opposition heavyweight OKADA Katsuya enjoys a sizable lead in the polls

and should win comfortably.

Call: CDP hold

Mie #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SUZUKI Eikei LDP 0 TBD AR
BONO Shuji CDP 0 n/a WEFHA
NAKAGAWA JCP 0 n/a )| R%E
Tamihide
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SUZUKI Eikei, a former MET] official who won three terms as Mie’s governor from
2011-2021 (including reelection by large margins in 2015 and 2019), is running as the
LDP’s candidate, replacing the retiring MITSUYA Norio. Polls show that Suzuki enjoys a
sizable lead, with BONO Shiiji not helped by a JCP candidate also in the race.

Call: LDP hold
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KINKI BLOCK

17,129,776 voters (October 2021)
28 PR seats
47 Constituencies
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KINKI SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 19 -13
CDP 5 +2
DPFP 2 0

Ishin 14 +11
Komeito 6 0

NHK 0 -1
Independent 1 +1

My base case for the Kinki block assumes that Ishin’s fortunes will result in its
flipping a significant number of seats — at least nine from the LDP and another one from
the CDP — to become the single largest party in the block. However, Ishin’s impact will
not be entirely detrimental for the LDP: in Hyogo, it is more likely that Ishin candidates
will simply split the non-LDP vote and enable incumbents to win comfortably.

KINKI PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party

Total

Change

LDP

CDP

-1

Komeito

JCP

+1

Ishin

O Wk ~|O

+3

SHIGA
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Shiga #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OOKA LDP 3x Nikai ke
Toshitaka
SAITO Alex DPFP 0 n/a HEBRT7LYOR
HIDAKA Chie NHK 0 n/a SRR

Since his first electoral victory in 2012, the LDP’s OOKA Toshitaka has won by
narrow margins in Shiga-1: three, six, and three percentage points in 2012, 2014, and
2017. Facing SAITO Alex, a Spanish-born DPFP candidate who worked for MAEHARA

Seiji, he appears to enjoy a steady lead in the polls.

Call: LDP hold
Shiga #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
UENO LDP 4x Ishihara B —Bf
Kenichiro
TAJIMA Issei CDP 4x n/a HE—/

After winning three elections as a DPJ candidate in 2003, 2005, and 2009, TAJIMA
Issei was unseated in 2012 by UENO Kenichird and was only able to win a PR seat in
races against Ueno in 2014. While Tajima will benefit from the unified opposition field,
Ueno is favored in the polls.

Call: LDP hold

Shiga #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKEMURA LDP 3x Suga group RN R
Nobuhide
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TAKAI Takashi | Reiwa 3x n/a BHEE
SAITO Kohei JCP 0 n/a HHR#E
NAOYAMA Ishin 0 n/a Bl
Hitoshi

The LDP’'s TAKEMURA Nobuhide first won election to the Diet in 2012 with a three-
point victory over the DPJ incumbent. In 2014 and 2017, he raised his vote total and
vote share, taking over 53% in both elections. Polls suggest that with a divided

opposition field, Takemura will win comfortably again.

Call: LDP hold

Shiga #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOTERA Hiroo | LDP 1x Nikai N
TOKUNAGA CDP UH 1x n/a mk A E
Hisashi

KOTERA Hiroo won his first term as a Diet member in 2017, defeating then-Party of
Hope candidate TOKUNAGA Hisashi by a 47.8%-38.55% margin with a JCP candidate
also in the race. With no JCP candidate, Tokunaga, now a CDP candidate, could
threaten Kotera’s reelection prospects, but polls point to a comfortable lead for the

incumbent.

Call: LDP hold
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KYOTO

Kyoto #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOKUTA Keiji JCP 9x n/a BEHEZ=
KATSUME LDP 0 TBD B H E
Yasushi
HORIBA Ishin n/a Big < 5F
Sachiko

Kyoto-1 is being vacated by the retiring IBUKI Bunmei, former LDP faction leader
and speaker of the House of Representatives. The main opposition candidate for the
seat is the JCP’s KOKUTA Keiji, who won a seat from Kyoto under the old electoral
system in 1993 and then ran strongly enough in all eight elections under the new
system to win a PR seat. Kokuta may nevertheless face an uphill battle to win the seat

outright, although the race with LDP contender KATSUME Yasushi, a former ministry of

internal affairs and communications official, could be close.

Call: LDP hold

Kyoto #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

MAEHARA DPFP 9x n/a B R A
Seiji

SHIGEMOTO LDP 1x Nikai BRE
Mamoru

CHISAKA JCP 0 n/a IR R
Takuaki

NAKA Tatsuya Reiwa 0 n/a PR

MAEHARA Seiji, once a leading light of the opposition, is no longer the power that

he once was. Nevertheless, he remains a formidable candidate within his constituency
and should win comfortably against the LDP’s SHIGEMOTO Mamoru, who managed to
win a PR seat in 2017 despite running almost 19 points behind Maehara.

Call: DPFP hold

Kyoto #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IZUMI Kenta CDP 7X n/a SEKR
KIMURA Yayoi | LDP 2X Suga group ANIRE
INOUE Hiroaki | Ishin 0 n/a H Ei88

The CDP’s IZUMI Kenta won his first election as a twenty-nine-year-old DPJ
candidate in 2003, and has returned to the Diet in every subsequent election, although
he had to settle for PR seats in 2012 and 2014. However, when a sex scandal forced
out the LDP incumbent, Izumi regained the seat with 65% of the vote in a 2016 by-
election and then won it again with 38.3% of the vote to 34.3% for the LDP’s KIMURA
Yayoi in 2017. In 2017, 1zumi had to contend with a JCP candidate, who took 16% of
the vote; this time, he will benefit from the progressive alliance, strengthening his
chances of reelection.

Call: CDP hold

Kyoto #4
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

TANAKA LDP 3x Suga group HPZE2
Hideyuki

YOSHIDA JCP 0 n/a THE—
Koichi

KITAGAMI Keird | Independent 3x n/a Jt#EBR

Kyoto-4 features a close race between the LDP’s TANAKA Hideyuki, who has won
the seat comfortably since 2012, and independent KITAGAMI Keirg, who won the seat
for the DPJ in 2009 and PR seats on two separate occasions. Kitagami ran as a Party
of Hope candidate and subsequently declined to join any of the Democratic successor
parties. Nevertheless, Kitagami appears poised to win the seat again.

Call: Independent pickup

Kyoto #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HONDA Taro LDP 1x Tanigaki group | Z&<H XEB
YAMAMOTO CDP 1x n/a A FEF
Wakako
INOUE Kazunori | Independent 1x n/a HE—E
YAMAUCHI Ken | JCP 0 n/a L

The LDP’s HONDA Taro succeeded the retiring TANIGAKI Sadakazu in the Kyoto-5
in 2017, taking more than 43% of the vote in a five-way race. Neither INOUE Kazunori,
who won a PR seat for the Party of Hope in 2017, nor YAMAMOTO Wakako, who won
a seat for the CDP solely as a PR candidate is likely to defeat him in this election.

Call: LDP hold

Kyoto #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAMANOI CDP 7x n/a A Al
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Kazunori

SHIMIZU LDP 2X TBD &K E—ER
Koichird

NAKAJIMA Ishin Ox n/a S i)
Hideki

Turmoil in the local LDP chapter could hand Kyoto-6 to the opposition. A sex scandal
for LDP incumbent ANDO Hiroshi led the party to withdraw its support for him; in his
place, the party will run SHIMIZU Koichird, a physician who had previously run and won
PR seats as an LDP and Ishin candidate (and also served in the prefectural assembly).
But the CDP’s YAMANOI Kazunori is a strong contender, who lost by less than one
percentage point to Ando in 2017 and won a PR seat, the first time Yamanoi had lost
the seat after winning from 2003-2014.

Call: CDP pickup
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OSAKA

OSAKA #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONISHI LDP 2X Kishida RKAEAEE
Hiroyuki
INOUE Hidetaka | Ishin 3x n/a HEHEZE
MURAKAMI CDP 0x n/a NLEEE
Noriatsu
TAKEUCHI JCP 0x n/a TRER
Yoshinori

After winning Osaka-1 for Ishin in 2012 and 2014, INOUE Hidetaka had to settle for
a PR seat after losing to the LDP’s ONISHI Hiroyuki by 0.4 percentage points. Inoue,
however, is the favorite in this race, enjoying a comfortable lead in polls.
Call: ISHIN pickup

OSAKA #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

SATO Akira LDP 5x Kishida EBE
MORISHIMA Ishin 0 n/a FEIE
Tadashi

OTSUJI Kanako | CDP 1x n/a BitA B F

SATO Akira won by more than ten points over an Ishin candidate in 2017, taking
43% in a three-way race. However, polls suggest that an Ishin swing could propel

newcomer MORISHIMA Tadashi to victory in Osaka-2

Call: ISHIN pickup

OSAKA #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SATO Shigeki | Komeito 9x n/a EERE
HAGIHARA CDP 1Xx n/a MRz
Hitoshi
WATANABE Yui | JCP 0x n/a B A
CHUJO Eitaro | Independent 0x n/a B £ 54 A BB

Komeito’s SATO Shigeki was shifted from the PR list to Osaka-3 by the coalition in
2012, and has won with more than 50% in each election, reaching 57% in 2014. He will
win comfortably against a divided opposition this year.

Call: Komeito hold

OSAKA #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKAYAMA LDP 5x Hosoda =NTE-3-5
Yasuhide
SHIMIZU JCP 2x n/a BKES
Tadashi
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MINOBE Teruo | Ishin 1x n/a EUEM K
YOSHIDA CDP 4x n/a ZHA
Osamu

The LDP’s NAKAYAMA Yasuhide defeated Ishin’s MINOBE Teruo by four points in
2017, and MINOBE — and the JCP’s SHIMIZU Tadashi — were elevated to the Diet via
PR after the resignation of lawmakers higher on the PR list in the Kinki block. In a four-
way race — and with Ishin’s support rising — Minobe is poised to unseat Nakayama.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KUNISHIGE Komeito 3x n/a B E®
Tooru
MIYAMOTO JCP 4x/ UH 1x n/a TFAREE
Takashi
OISHI Akiko Reiwa 0x n/a KARF
KAGOIKE Independent Ox n/a g F
Junko

Komeito’s KUNISHIGE Tooru first ran in Osaka-5 in 2012 and won with 53.8%. He
subsequently was reelected with 57.5% in 2014, and 51.5% in a four-way race in 2017.
He is poised to win again.

Call: Komeito hold

OSAKA #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ISA Shinichi Komeito 3x n/a FEHE—
MURAKAMI CDP 3x n/a NLEwiF
Fumiyoshi
HOSHI Kentardo | Independent 0x n/a BERAR
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Komeito’s ISA Shinichi won Osaka-6 for the first time with nearly 60% of the vote in
2012, and then reelected with 56.35% and 61% in 2014 and 2017 respectively. He is

likely to win again.

Call: Komeito hold

**OSAKA #7***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TOKASHIKI LDP 4x Takeshita EESREE
Naomi
NOGI Ryosuke | CDP 0x n/a T AREN
KAWASOE JCP 0x n/a JIRRE
Tatsuma
NISHIKAWA Reiwa 0x n/a wmlllosE
Hiroki
OKUSHITA Ishin 0x n/a BRI
Takemitsu

Osaka-7 features a five-way race as LDP incumbent TOKASHIKI Naomi seeks her
fifth victory in the constituency. Tokashiki bested Ishin’'s OKUSHITA Takemitsu for the
seat in 2017, winning by more than eight points while the JCP took more than 20%.
Okushita is a formidable opponent, and appears poised to unseat Tokashiki.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KORAI Keiichird | LDP 0x TBD SEBEX—B
MATSUI CDP 0x n/a WHES
Hirofumi
URUMA Joji Ishin 0x n/a 53 FEF

Osaka-8 was vacated when LDP incumbent OTSUKA Takashi was forced out of the
LDP due to violating Covid-19 control measures. This creates an opening for Ishin’s
URUMA Jgji, and polls show that Uruma could win easily.
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Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #9
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HARADA Kenji | LDP 4x Takeshita REHES
ADACHI Ishin 3x n/a BIAESY
Yasushi
ISOBE Kazuya Independent Ox n/a R 2R A0 R
OTSUBAKI SDP 0x n/a KIBEB T
Yuko

The race in Osaka-9 is effectively a two-way race between the LDP’s HARADA Keniji
and Ishin’s ADACHI Yasushi. It is a rematch of 2017, when Harada won by less than a
point (40.73%-39.84%); 2014, when Harada won by less than two points (41.33%-
39.48%); and 2012, when Adachi won by more than five points (39.83%-34.34%). Polls
show, however, that Adachi has a comfortable lead over his rival.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #10
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TSUJIMOTO CDP 7X n/a dnEE
Kiyomi
OKUMA LDP 2x Aso KRR
Kazuhide
IKESHITA Taku | Ishin 0x n/a HMTRE

Veteran opposition lawmaker TSUJIMOTO Kiyomi is seeking her eighth victory in
Osaka-10. Polls suggest that Tsujimoto is the favorite, but Ishin newcomer IKESHITA
Taku is running a strong campaign and could pass the LDP’'s OKUMA Kazuhide for
second place.

Call: CDP hold

OSAKA #11
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

HIRANO CDP 7X n/a N vy
Hirofumi

SATO Yukari LDP 3x/ UH 1x Nikai TEEYH V)
NAKATSUKA Ishin 0x n/a i E &
Hiroshi

The CDP’s HIRANO Hirofumi, a former chief cabinet secretary, dominated this
constituency at the start of the century but since 2012 has struggled to win, finally
prevailing in 2017 over the LDP’s SATO Yukari and an Ishin candidate, taking 36.2% to
Satd’s 33.45%. This time, however, a wind in favor of Ishin could mean that Ishin
newcomer NAKATSUKA Hiroshi passes both candidates to win the district.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #12
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUJITA Ishin 1x n/a BEHXE
Fumitake
KITAKAWA LDP 0x TBD 1) EF
Shinpei
UTSUNOMIYA | CDP 0x n/a FH=EETF
Yuko
MATSUO JCP 0x n/a WEIEF
Masanori

Ishin’s FUJITA Fumitake won an Osaka-12 by-election in 2019 and appears likely to
win the seat again this year.

Call: Ishin hold

***OSAKA #13***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MUNEKIYO LDP 2x Hosoda REE—
Koichi
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IWATANI Ishin Ox n/a EABRT
Rychei
KAMINO Junichi | JCP Ox n/a HEE—

The LDP’s MUNEKIYO Koaichi won with 41.2% against a divided field in 2017, but
faces a more difficult campaign this year, with Ishin’s IWATANI Ryohei running a strong
campaign as Ishin’s strength grows. Polls show that lwatani has pulled ahead as
election day has approached.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #14
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAGAO LDP 3x Hosoda ER#W
Takashi
AOYAGI Hitoshi | Ishin 0x n/a Bo=—x
KOMATSU JCP 0x n/a AKX
Hisashi

The LDP’s NAGAO Takashi won a narrow victory over Ishin in 2017 — taking 41.08%
to Ishin’s 40.23% — and is vulnerable to an Ishin challenger in this election. AOYAGI
Hitoshi, a newcomer who used to be a public affairs officer at the UN responsible for the
SDG program, has had a comfortable lead in polls.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #15
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
URANO Yasuto | Ishin 3x n/a EEIE A
KANO LDP 0x TBD IniRks < Bh
Yonosuke
TAME Kimihito | JCP 0x n/a Bi-$

The retirement of the LDP’s TAKEMOTO Naokazu, who defeated Ishin’s URANO
Yasuto by four percentage points in 2017, creates an opening for Urano to win the
district outright for the first time since 2012. Polls show that Urano should win
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comfortably over LDP newcomer KANO Yonosuke, a former ministry of land,
infrastructure, transportation, and tourism official.

Call: Ishin pickup

OSAKA #16
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KITAGAWA Komeito 9x n/a Jt 18| — 2
Kazuo
MORIYAMA CDP 2x n/a FRILVEST
Hiroyuki
NISHIWAKI NHK 0x n/a fic) i
Kyoko

In a head-to-head battle between Komeito’s KITAGAWA Kazuo and the CDP’s
MORIYAMA Hiroyuki in 2017, Kitagawa won reelection by over eight points, with
Moriyama’s winning a PR seat. Polls suggest that Kitagawa could win by a similar

margin again.

Call: Komeito hold

OSAKA #17
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
BABA Ishin 3x n/a BiEME
Nobuyuki
OKASHITA LDP 2x Nikai T E¥F
Shoéhei
MORI Rydusei JCP Ox n/a HRAE

Ishin’s BABA Nobuyuki won Osaka-17 for the third consecutive election in 2017.
While his margins have been fairly slender — the LDP’'s OKASHITA Shohei won PR
seats in 2014 and 2017 — his victories point to a staying power that will be difficult for
the LDP to overcome.

Call: Ishin hold

OSAKA #18
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

ENDO Takashi | Ishin 3x n/a B
KAMITANI LDP 2X Nikai pi N =]
Noboru

KAWATO CDP 0x n/a JII P EE i
Yasushi

MOCHIZUKI JCP 0x n/a B HZH
Ryosuke

The dynamics in Osaka-18 look similar to Osaka-17. Ishin’s ENDO Takashi has won
three consecutive elections, with the LDP’s KAMITANI Noboru settling for PR seats in
2014 and 2017. With the CDP and JCP both running candidates, it will be hard for either
to assemble a large enough plurality to upset either the LDP or Ishin. Kamitani will
struggle to break Endd’s lead.

Call: Ishin hold

OSAKA #19
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANIGAWA LDP 2X Hosoda Bsled
Tomu
NAGAYASU CDP 3x n/a BLE
Takashi
KIMURA Miki JCP 0x n/a KA &
ITO Nobuhisa Ishin 2X n/a FEEER

Osaka-19 was won by Ishin’s MARUYAMA Hodaka in 2017, but Maruyama was
expelled from Ishin in 2019 after drunken misbehavior during a trip to the Kurile Islands,
Russia’s ccontrol of which is disputed by Japan. He joined the anti-NHK protest party,
and announced that he would not seek another term. While Maruyama’s exit may have
created another chance for other parties, Ishin’s ITO Nobuhisa, who finished third in
Osaka-11 in 2017, appears to have an advantage over the LDP’s TANIGAWA Tomu,
with the JCP and CDP again splitting the progressive vote.

Call: Ishin pickup
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HYOGO

***Hyogo #1***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MORIYAMA LDP 4x Kishida BRILIE{=
Masahito
ISAKA CDP 2x n/a HIREEZ
Nobuhiko
ICHITANI Ishin 0x n/a — A EBE—H
Yuichird
TAKAHASHI Independent 0x n/a SBEEET
Shingo
KIHARA Kuniya | Independent Ox n/a KREINZHK

The LDP’s MORIYAMA Masahito returned to the Diet in 2012 after beating ISAKA
Nobuhiko, then running as a Minna no To candidate, by less than two points. He lost to
Isaka (running as an Ishin candidate) in 2014 by seven points but won a PR seat, and
then beat Isaka (running as a Party of Hope candidate) in 2017 by seven points to win
the seat again. Isaka, now running as a CDP candidate, is in a dead heat with

Moriyama but could be catching a favorable tailwind in the final days.

CALL: CDP pickup
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Hyogo #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AKABANE Komeito 8x n/a FP—F
Kazuyoshi
FUNAKAWA CDP 0 n/a MIISEER
Jird
MIYANO Tsuruo | JCP % n/a BHEHRLE

Komeito’'s AKABANE Kazuyoshi lost Hyogo-2 in 2009 but has otherwise won without
interruption. Against a divided opposition he is likely to be reelected.

CALL: Komeito hold

Hyogo #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SEKI Yoshihiro | LDP 4x Hosoda 52N
SATO Yasuki DPFP 0x n/a R
AKADA JCP 0x n/a FRHEEL
Katsunori
WADA Yiichird | Ishin 0x n/a MHEE—H

Facing a divided field, the LDP’s SEKI Yoshihiro should be reelected comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUJII Hisayuki | LDP 3x Suga group BHIEREZ
IMAIZUMI Mao | CDP 0 n/a SREWR
AKAGI Ishin 0x n/a FRARIEFE
Masayuki
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Like in Hyogo-3, the CDP and Ishin will divide the non-LDP vote, enabling FUJII
Hisayuki to win a fourth term comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANI Koichi LDP 6X Nikai NN
KAJIWARA CDP 2x n/a RIEEL
Yasuhiro
ENDO Ryéta Ishin 0x n/a REERK

KAJIWARA Yasuhiro, who defeated the LDP’s TANI Koichi as a DPJ candidate in
2009 and won a PR seat as an Ishin candidate in 2012, is attempting to regain the seat
as a CDP candidate. ENDO Ryota will also take a share of the non-LDP vote as an
Ishin candidate. Polls point to a narrower race than in Hyogo-3 or Hyogo-4, but the

divided field should still favor Tani.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
OGUSHI LDP 3x Suga group FK B IE#
Masaki
SAKURAI Sha | CDP 1x n/a =HEAE
ICHIMURA Ishin 3x n/a RS —BBR
Koichird

The LDP’s OGUSHI Masaki defeated the CDP’s SAKURAI Shi by roughly ten points
in 2017, although the latter secured a PR seat. Polls suggest another race in which the
results could be narrow but the LDP will benefit from the divided non-LDP vote.

CALL: LDP hold
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Hyogo #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAMADA Kenji | LDP 3x Aso L& F]
YASUDA Mari CDP 0x n/a ZHERE
MIKI Kee Ishin 1x n/a =REE

The LDP’s YAMADA Keniji took 44.5% in a four-way race in 2017, with Ishin’s MIKI
Kee finishing second. Even without a JCP candidate in the race, the outcome will likely
be similar, with the CDP’s YASUDA Mari struggling to pass Miki for second.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKANO Komeito 3x n/a hESER
Hiromasa
KOMURA Jun JCP 0x n/a NATTE
TSUJI Megumu | Reiwa 2X n/a =

Komeito’s NAKANO Hiromasa will win comfortably against a divided opposition field

led by the JCP’'s KOMURA Jun.

CALL: Komeito hold

Hyogo #9
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NISHIMURA LDP 6x Hosoda A ERR
Yasutoshi
FUKUHARA JCP 0x n/a BERBMF
Yukari
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LDP veteran NISHIMURA Yasutoshi will win a large victory over the JCP’s
FUKUHARA Yukari.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #10
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TOKAI LDP 9x No faction EBLL=8
Kisaburo
OKI Keiko CDP 0x n/a fEEF
HORII Keniji Ishin 0x n/a EHRE

The LDP’s TOKAI Kisaburd’s political career stretches back to 1986, and with the

exception of 2009, he has represented Hyogo-10 since 2000, winning nearly 60% of the
vote in 2017. He will win again against a divided field.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #11
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUMOTO | LDP 7x Aso b N1
Takeaki
OTA Kiyoyuki JCP 0x n/a AKHEBEE
SUMIYOSHI Ishin 0x n/a FFO0HE
Hiroki

The LDP’s MATSUMOTO Takeaki, formerly a DPJ member who served as foreign
minister in the Kan government, left the DPJ in opposition to its cooperation with the
JCP in 2015 and received the LDP’s endorsement in 2017, winning the seat he had
previously held as a DPJ representative. He will likely win again.

CALL: LDP hold

Hyogo #12
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

YAMAGUCHI LDP 6x Nikai WOt
Tsuyoshi

SAKAI Takanori | CDP Ox n/a A
IKEHATA Ishin 0x n/a St AR A BA
Kotard

YAMAGUCHI Tsuyoshi, recently named environment minister under Kishida,
received nearly 63% of the vote in 2017 and is poised to win by a significant margin

again.

CALL: LDP hold

NARA

Nara #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KOBAYASHI LDP 2x Nikai NFRE A
Shigeki
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MABUCHI CDP 6X n/a EREX
Sumio

MAEKAWA Ishin UH 2x n/a Bl JIERK
Kiyoshige

The LDP’s KOBAYASHI Shigeki and the CDP’s MABUCHI Sumio have battled for
control of Nara-1 since 2012, when Mabuchi defeated Kobayashi by four points, with
Kobayashi winning a PR seat; Mabuchi defeating Kobayashi by seven points in 2014;
and Kobayashi edging out Mabuchi — running as a Party of Hope candidate — by one

point in 2017. Mabuchi appears to enjoy the advantage in this election.

CALL: CDP pickup

Nara #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKAICHI LDP 8x No faction STEH
Sanae
IOKU Misato CDP 0x n/a BRXE
MIYAMOTO Jirc | JCP 0x n/a = AR BB

LDP policy chief TAKAICHI Sanae has won her last two elections with 60% of the
vote and, with the opposition divided, she will win comfortably again.

CALL: LDP hold

Nara #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANOSE Taido | Independent” 3x Ishihara S ES Y RS E
NISHIKAWA JCP 0x n/a Cipllinag:s
Masakatsu
KATO Takashi NHK 0x n/a hill)z e
TAKAMI Shaiji Independent Ox n/a SRANR
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TANOSE Taido was expelled from the ‘LDP as punishment for a scandal involving
violations of Covid-19 public safety protocols. He enjoys a comfortable lead in the polls,
and, assuming he wins, he is likely to be readmitted to the LDP.

CALL: LDP hold

WAKAYAMA

Wakayama #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KISHIMOTO DPFP 4x n/a FBAREF
Shuhei
KADO Hirofumi | LDP 3x Nikai AEDY

The DPFP’s KISHIMOTO Shahei has held Wakayama-1 without interruption since
2009, beating the LDP’s KADO Hirofumi in each of the last three, with Kado winning a
PR seat each time. Kishimoto actually expanded his margin of victory to nearly 11

points in 2017, and is favored to perform well again.

CALL: DPFP hold
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Wakayama #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ISHIDA LDP 7X No faction FHEH
Masatoshi
FUJII Mikio CDP 0x n/a BRARE
TOKORO Junko | Ishin 0x n/a EZAIEF
TOONISHI NHK 0x n/a B B
Manami

The LDP’s ISHIDA Masatoshi, who received nearly 60% in 2017, has a comfortable
lead against a divided field.

CALL: LDP hold

Wakayama #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NIKAI LDP 12x Nikai —BER1E
Toshihiro
HATANO JCP 0x n/a yHESISEIN
Yoshiro
HONMA Nana Kunimori () n/a AEEL
NEGORO Independent 0x n/a BRI H
Hideki

LDP heavyweight NIKAI Toshihird is on track to win his thirteenth parliamentary term,
despite his weakening position within the LDP following Suga’s resignation and his
ouster from the LDP’s secretary-generalship.

CALL: LDP hold
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CHUGOKU BLOCK

6,070,438 voters (October 2021)
11 PR seats
20 Constituencies
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CHUGOKU SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 18 -1

CDP 1 -
Komeito 1 +1

My base case is that the ruling coalition’s dominance in Chugoku remains

unperturbed. While the LDP will lose one seat to Komeito — the fallout of the downfall of
KAWAI Katsuyuki — the coalition’s overall strength at the western end of Honshu will be

untouched.

CHUGOKU PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
Party Total Change
LDP 5 -
CDP 2 -
Komeito 2 -
JCP 1 +1
Ishin 1 +1
TOTTORI

Tottori #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

143




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

ISHIBA Shigeru | LDP 11x Ishiba AR
OKADA JCP 0 n/a f FH IE
Masakazu

ISHIBA Shigeru won with more than 80% of the vote against a JCP challenger in
2017. Expect a similar result this time.

CALL: LDP hold

Tottori #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AKAZAWA LDP 5x Ishiba FRZIE
Ryosei
YUHARA Shunji | CDP 1x n/a SRE=

The LDP’s AKAZAWA Ryosei won by a comfortable margin in 2017 over YUHARA
Shunji, running as a Party of Hope candidate. After winning a PR seat finishing second
in Tottori-2 as a DPJ candidate in 2009, Yuhara has finished a distant second, with
Akazawa taking more than 50% of the vote. A similar result is likely this time.

CALL: LDP hold

SHIMANE
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Shimane #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HOSODA LDP 10x Hosoda MAE2
Hiroyuki
KAMEI Akiko CDP 1x/UH 1x n/a BHFLF

HOSODA Hiroyuki, titular head of the LDP’s largest faction, will likely win
comfortably against the CDP’s KAMEI Akiko, who managed to win a PR seat in 2017
despite trailing Hosoda by roughly twenty points. Kamei is effectively vying to narrow

the gap and win another PR seat.

CALL: LDP hold

Shimane #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKAMI LDP 0x TBD =5 REW
Yasuhiro
YAMAMOTO CDP 0x n/a | A&
Homaru
MUKOSE JCP 0x n/a a3 E —
Shinichi

The death of TAKESHITA Wataru in September created a vacancy in Shimane-2.
The LDP promptly nominated TAKAMI Yasuhiro, a prefectural assembly member, to fill
run in Takeshita’s place. Facing a divided opposition field, including YAMAMOTO
Homaru, who ran a losing campaign in 2014 as an SDP candidate, Takami should win

comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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OKAYAMA

Okayama #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AISAWA Ichiro | LDP 11x Tanigaki group | &R —EpB
HARADA CDP 0x n/a EEFHT
Kensuke
YOE Yukio JCP 0x n/a RIER

AISAWA Ichird has won Okayama-1 without interruption since its creation, including
in 2009, often with well over 50% of the vote. Against a divided opposition, he will win
again.

CALL: LDP hold
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Okayama #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAMASHITA LDP 3x Ishiba L& T
Takashi
TSUMURA CDP 6x n/a EREA
Keisuke

The LDP’s YAMASHITA Takashi and the CDP’s TSUMURA Keisuke will contend for
Okayama-2 for the fourth straight election, and for the first time they will be the only two
candidates in the race. Yamashita has won three times since 2012, with Tsumura
winning PR seats each time, although Yamashita's margin of victory has been more
than 10 points in each election. Polls suggest that the race could be narrower, but

Yamashita still has the advantage.

CALL: LDP hold

Okayama #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ABE Toshiko LDP 5x Aso Fr] SR 48 F
MORIMOTO CDP 0x n/a FRA SR
Sakae
OZAKI Hiroko JCP 0x n/a SN
HIRANUMA Independent 0x n/a SESRIE = BB
Shojird

The 2017 race in Okayama-3 featured a battle between ABE Toshiko, who first ran

as an LDP candidate in 2005 as an “assassin” against postal rebel HHRANUMA Takeo,
and Hiranuma’s son, HIRANUMA Shojird. The younger Hiranuma had hoped to secure
the LDP’s endorsement after his father bowed out due to ill health, but failed, forcing
him to run as an independent against Abe. His bid fell short, as Abe broke the Hiranuma
family’s control of the district by edging out Shgjird by fewer than 4,000 votes. Either
Hiranuma or Abe will win, suggesting that either way the party will hold the seat.

CALL: LDP hold

***Okayama #4***
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

HASHIMOTO LDP 4x Takeshita BERE
Gaku

YUNOKI CDP 5x n/a HMARESE
Michiyoshi

NAKAGAWA Independent Ox n/a ===
Tomoharu

HASHIMOTO Gaku, son of the late HASHIMOTO Rydataro, has contended with the
CDP’s YUNOKI Michiyoshi in five straight elections. Yunoki won in 2005 and 2009,
forcing Hashimoto to settle for PR seats; Hashimoto has won since 2012, winning by
just over ten points each time. However, in the past two races, JCP candidates have
taken nearly 8% of the vote, suggesting that a unified opposition could narrow the gap.
Hashimoto, however, is still likely to prevail.

CALL: LDP hold

Okayama #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KATO LDP 6x Takeshita EREE
Katsunobu
HATA Tomoko | CDP UH 1x n/a Frhetsl
MIIMI Yoshiaki | JCP 0x n/a EHFH

KATO Katsunobu, chief cabinet secretary in the Suga administration, received more
than 70% of the vote against a Party of Hope and JCP candidate in 2017. He will win

comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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HIROSHIMA

Hiroshima #1

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

KISHIDA Fumio | LDP 9x Kishida FH I
ARITA Yiko CDP 0x n/a BEHWS C
ONISHI Osamu | JCP Ox n/a KR
KAMIDE Keiichi | Seiko 0x n/a FHE—

Prime Minister Kishida will win his district comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold
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Hiroshima #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HIRAGUCHI LDP 4x Takeshita EO3¥
Hiroshi
Ol Akai CDP 0x n/a REFRZ

The LDP’s HIRAGUCHI Hiroshi, since returning to the Diet in 2012 after losing in
2009, has won by significant margins against divided fields, winning close to or more
than 50% in each, including 48% against three major opposition candidates. CDP
newcomer Oi, a political scientist, does not appear to have made significant inroads
against Hiraguchi.

CALL: LDP hold

Hiroshima #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SAITO Tetsuo | Komeito 9x n/a HEk Kk
RYAN Mayumi | CDP 0x n/a SATERE
SEGI Hirochika | Ishin Ox n/a HEARER
YAJIMA Shihei | NHK 0x n/a REFFE
TAMADA Independent 0x n/a EH =&
Noritaka
OYAMA Hiroshi | Independent 0x n/a KL=

The race to fill the seat vacated by KAWAI Katsuyuki, the Abe aide sentenced to
three years in prison for vote buying on behalf of his wife KAWAI Anri’s upper house
campaign has attracted many candidates, including two independents, but the race may
have been effectively sealed when Komeito successfully pressured the LDP to back
SAITO Tetsuo’s candidacy. The longtime Komeito lawmaker has won nine straight
elections — eight as a purely PR candidate under the new electoral system — and was
recently named minister of land, infrastructure, transportation, and tourism in the
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Kishida government. The CDP’s RYAN Mayumi might run close, but Saitd should win

comfortably.

CALL: Komeito pickup

Hiroshima #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHINTANI LDP 3x Takeshita HAESE
Masayoshi
UENO Kanji CDP 0x n/a FHER
SORAMOTO Ishin 1x n/a AR E
Seiki
NAKAGAWA Independent 2X n/a d BB
Toshinao

LDP incumbent SHINTANI Masayoshi won Hiroshima-4 in 2017 after winning two

terms as a solely PR candidate. He moved into Hiroshima-4 in 2017 after the LDP’s
NAKAGAWA Toshinao, son of former secretary-general NAKAGAWA Hidenao, was
forced out due to sex scandals. Shintani received 43% in a six-candidate field, and is
well positioned to win again.

CALL: LDP hold

Hiroshima #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHINTANI LDP 3x Takeshita HAESE
Masayoshi
UENO Kanji CDP 0x n/a FHER
SORAMOTO Ishin 1x n/a AR E
Seiki
NAKAGAWA Independent 2X n/a d BB
Toshinao

LDP incumbent SHINTANI Masayoshi won Hiroshima-4 in 2017 after winning two
terms as a solely PR candidate. He moved into Hiroshima-4 in 2017 after the LDP’s
NAKAGAWA Toshinao, son of former secretary-general NAKAGAWA Hidenao, was
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forced out due to sex scandals. Shintani received 43% in a six-candidate field, and is

well positioned to win again.

CALL: LDP hold

Hiroshima #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TERADA LDP 5x Kishida FHE
Minoru
NOMURA KGgjiro | CDP 0x n/a B5 4 Th R BB

The LDP’s TERADA Minoru has won the last three elections by landslide proportions,
receiving 67% in 2017, nearly 78% in 2014, and 63% in 2012. Polls point to another big

win.

CALL: LDP hold

***Hiroshima #6***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SATO Kaoji CDP 3x/UH 1x n/a FEBEINE
KOJIMA LDP 3x Kishida NEB
Toshifumi

The seat once held by LDP postal rebel KAMEI Shizuka, SATO KG&ji, running as a
Party of Hope candidate against the LDP’s KOJIMA Toshifumi, who won PR seats in

2012 and 2014 after finishing second to Kamei, pulled off a sizable victory, taking 50%
of the vote. Sato had previously won PR seats finishing second to Kamei, and he will try
to cement his hold on the district. Polls show an exceedingly close race, but Satd could
have an advantage.

CALL: CDP hold

Hiroshima #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
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KOBAYASHI LDP 3x Kishida /NAK SR BH
Fumiaki

SATO Hironori | CDP 0x n/a i JIN:]
MURAI Akemi | JCP 0x n/a =

KOBAYASHI Fumiaki has been at or near 60% of the vote in the past two elections,
and in 2017 faced a Party of Hope and JCP candidate. He should win by a sizable

margin again.

CALL: LDP hold

YAMAGUCHI

Yamaguchi #1

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KOMURA LDP 1x Aso BNIEKX
Masahiro

OUCHI Kazuya | CDP 0x n/a RA—t
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KOMURA Masahiro, succeeding his retiring father Masahiko in 2017, received nearly
70% of the vote. His seat is safe.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamaguchi #2

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KISHI Nobuo LDP 3x/UH 2x Hosoda RBEX
MATSUDA JCP 0x n/a wWH-—=F
Kazushi

KISHI Nobuo, defense minister and brother of former prime minister Abe, received
nearly 74% in 2017, facing the JCP’'s MATSUDA Kazushi. This year’s results should be

similar.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamaguchi #3

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

HAYASHI LDP UH 5x Kishida MEIE
Yoshimasa

SAKAMOTO CDP 0x n/a AR+
Fumiko

After a brief intra-party struggle, HAYASHI Yoshimasa, the long-time upper house
representative who has wanted to jump to the lower house, forced incumbent
KAWAMURA Takeo to retire instead of risk splitting the vote between LDP candidates.
The LDP nomination secured, Hayashi now stands to win 70% or more of the vote.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamaguchi #2

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KISHI Nobuo LDP 3x/UH 2x Hosoda FEX
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MATSUDA
Kazushi

JCP

Ox

n/a

KISHI Nobuo, defense minister and brother of former prime minister Abe, received
nearly 74% in 2017, facing the JCP’'s MATSUDA Kazushi. This year’s results should be

similar.

CALL: LDP hold

Yamaguchi #4

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

ABE Shinzo LDP 9x Hosoda ZREE=
TAKEMURA Reiwa 0x n/a MAADOL
Katsushi

ONO Yoriko Independent 0x n/a KB EEF

The former prime minister has won his constituency with well over 70% in the past
three elections and should do so again.

CALL: LDP hold
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SHIKOKU BLOCK

3,181,278 voters (October 2021)
6 PR seats
11 Constituencies

156



NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

SHIKOKU SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 7 -1

CDP 2 -

DPFP 1 -
Independent 1 +1

My base case

SHIKOKU PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

Party

Total

Change

LDP

3

CDP

2

+1

Komeito

1

TOKUSHIMA

Tokushima #1

Name
(Incumbent;
PR)

Party

Number of
election wins

Faction (LDP)

Japanese
name
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GOTODA LDP X Ishiba ZEEHIEH
Masazumi

YOSHIDA Ishin Ox n/a TFHEER
Tomoyo

NIKI Hirobumi Independent 1x n/a {ZAREZ
SATO Yukitoshi | Independent 0x n/a Bk TR

The LDP’s GOTODA Masazumi and NIKI Hirobumi have a rivalry that began in the
former Tokushima-3 district, going head to head in every election from 2003 to 2012,
with Niki losing each time and only managing to win a PR seat in 2009. When the
district was eliminated through redistricting, both moved over to Tokushima-1, which
had previously been represented by DPJ heavyweight SENGOKU Yoshito. In
Tokushima-1, Gotoda beat Niki again in 2014 and 2017, winning by roughing 12
percentage points both times.

Now an independent — he ran with the Party of Hope in 2017 — Niki is trying to
unseat Gotdda again without the option of revival via the PR system. Remarkably in
light of this history, Niki could be set to prevail.

CALL: Independent pickup

Tokushima #2

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

YAMAGUCHI LDP 10x Aso AR —
Shunichi

NAKANO CDP 0x n/a hEHERXE
Mayumi

KUBO Takayuki | JCP Ox n/a 2IRE2

The presence of both the CDP’s NAKANO Mayumi and the JCP’s KUBO Takayuki in
the race is an indicator of the strength of LDP incumbent YAMAGUCHI Shunichi, who
has taken more than 70% of the vote in the past two elections, albeit facing only a JCP
candidate.

CALL: LDP hold
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KAGAWA

\."m
Yy

***Kagawa #1***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

HIRAI Takuya | LDP 7x Kishida FHEMH
OGAWA Junya | CDP 5x n/a NIE
MACHIKAWA Ishin 0x n/a T )1 IEF
Junko

The LDP’s HIRAI Takuya, who had served as digital affairs minister under Suga,
won reelection in 2017 by just over a percentage point over OGAWA Junya, then
running as a Party of Hope candidate, earning him a PR seat. Ogawa had previously
won PR seats in 2005, 2012, and 2014, and defeated Hirai outright in 2009. Despite the
presence of Ishin’'s MACHIKAWA Junko in the race, Ogawa’s standing in the polls has
increased as election day has approached, suggesting that he could succeed in
defeating Hirai again.

CALL: CDP pickup
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Kagawa #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAMAKI DPFP 4x n/a ERH#E—HB
Yuichiro
SETO Takakazu | LDP 2X Aso B PR —

DPFP leader TAMAKI Yuichird has won Kagawa-2 continuously since the DPJ wave
election of 2009, with the LDP’s SETO Takakazu finishing second in 2012, 2014, and
2017. While Seto had won PR seats in 2012 and 2014, he failed to do so in 2017,
although his vote total and vote share were almost unchanged. In both elections, though,
Tamaki won comfortably taking around 55% of the vote to Seto’s 40%.

CALL: DPFP hold

Kagawa #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONO Keitaro LDP 3x No faction K B8k A BB
OZAKI Junichiro | JCP 0 n/a B % — B

The LDP’s ONO Keitard won his third term in 2017 with nearly 70% of the vote,
facing only an SDP candidate. The outcome will look similar this year.

CALL: LDP hold
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EHIME
%M
*e
Ehime #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
SHIOZAKI LDP 0 TBD BIFE A
Akihisa
TOMOCHIKA CDP UH 1x n/a RIFEABR
Toshiro

The LDP’s SHIOZAKI Akihisa is bidding to succeed his father, SHIOZAKI Yasuhisa,
who represented Ehime-1 since 2000. He is opposed by the CDP’s TOMOCHIKA
Toshird, a retired footballer who served a term as a DPJ member of the upper house

from 2007-2013. Polls suggest that the younger Shiozaki will win easily.

CALL: LDP hold

Ehime #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MURAKAMI LDP 11x No faction A £ —EB
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Seiichiro
ISHII Tomoe DPFP 0Ox n/a AHEE
KATAOKA RO JCP Ox n/a K BB

The veteran MURAKAMI Seiichird has won comfortably if not overwhelmingly
against divided fields — the last time he surpassed 50% of the vote was 2005 — and

should do so again in this election.

CALL: LDP hold

**Ehime #3**

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

SHIRAISHI CDP 2x No faction HAE—
Yoichi

IHARA Takumi | LDP UH 1x Hosoda HEH

The CDP’s SHIRAISHI Yo6ichi won Ehime-3 in 2009 as a DPJ candidate but then
failed to return to the Diet until 2017, when he took 53% of the vote and defeated the
son of the LDP candidate he had failed to beat. He has been locked into a close race
with former LDP upper house member IHARA Takumi. Incumbency and the national
trend may favor Shiraishi, but the outcome will be narrow either way.

CALL: CDP hold

Ehime #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HASEGAWA LDP 0x TBD BRI &=
Junji
SAKURAUCHI! | Independent* 1x / UH 1x Nikai AN
Fumiki
NISHII Naohito | JCP 0x n/a BHEA
FUJISHIMA Independent Ox n/a BRERA
Torihisa

162




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

MAEDA Tatsuo

Independent

Ox

n/a

Bl FHRE X

SAKURAUCHI Fumiki previously ran in Ehime-4 as an Ishin, Next Generation Party,
and Party of Hope candidate, winning a PR seat in 2012 as an Ishin candidate. He also
won an upper house seat in 2010 as a Minna no to member, but only served two years.
After losing in 2017, he appealed to Nikai for the LDP’s endorsement, but, failing to
achieve that, decided to run as an independent anyway in the hope of winning the seat
and joining the party. Polls suggest, however, that the LDP’'s HASEGAWA Junji should
win the seat being vacated by the retiring YAMAMOTO Kaoichi easily.

CALL: LDP hold

KOCHI

Kochi #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NAKATANI LDP 10x Tanigaki group | AT
Gen
TAKEUCHI CDP 1x/UH 1x n/a el E:]
Norio
NAKAJIMA NHK 0x n/a hEBEA
Yasuharu
KAWADA Eiji Independent 0x n/a JIIA k=
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Former defense minister NAKATANI Gen has surpassed 50% against divided
opposition fields in recent elections, and, while the CDP’s TAKEUCHI Norio, a former
upper house member who won a seat via the CDP’s PR list in 2017, will benefit from no
other major opposition candidates, Nakatani is nevertheless a strong incumbent who

will be difficult to unseat.

CALL: LDP hold

Kochi #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HIROTA Hajime | CDP 1x n/a N
OZAKI LDP 0x Nikai B EE
Masanao
HIROTA NHK 0x n/a BT —HR
Shinichird

The CDP’s HIROTA Hajime knocked off a veteran LDP incumbent, YAMAMOTO Yiji,
in 2017 by thirteen points. However, in this election, rather than nominate Yamamoto,
the LDP has backed former Kochi governor OZAKI Masanao, who governed from 2007-
2019. Ozaki has a commanding lead in the polls and will likely retake the seat for the

LDP.

CALL: LDP pickup
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KYUSHU BLOCK

11,874,411 voters (October 2021)
20 PR seats
35 Constituencies
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KYUSHU SINGLE-MEMBER DISTRICTS

Party Total Change
LDP 18 -10
CDP 11 +7
Independent 3 +3
DPFP 1 -

JCP 1 -

SDP 1 -

My base case is that the ruling coalition’s dominance in Chugoku remains
unperturbed. While the LDP will lose one seat to Komeito — the fallout of the downfall of
KAWAI Katsuyuki — the coalition’s overall strength at the western end of Honshu will be

untouched.

KYUSHU PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
Party Total Change
LDP 9 +2
Komeito 3 -
JCP 1 -
Ishin 1 -
FUKUOKA
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Fukuoka #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
INOUE LDP 3x Aso HIEE
Takahiro
TSUBOTA CDP 0x n/a HHE
Susumu
KIMURA Takuji | JCP 0x n/a Y g
YAMAMOTO Ishin 1x n/a W Z< @l IE
Gosei

Running against a divided field, the LDP’s INOUE Takahiro will win a fourth term

comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

*Fukuoka #2***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ONIKI Makoto LDP 3x Ishihara ARG
INATOMI Shaji | CDP 2X n/a MEE=
SHINKAI Ishin 0x n/a =T
Takashi

The CDP’s INATOMI Shuji won Fukuoka-2 as a DPJ candidate in 2009, and, after
losing in 2012 and 2014, managed to win a PR seat with a second-place finish to the

LDP’s ONIKI Makoto. Oniki was behind Inatomi by 3.5%, with the JCP taking nearly 8%

of the vote. Ishin’s SHINKAI Takashi will have an impact on the outcome, but polls

suggest that Inatomi could prevail.

CALL: CDP pickup

Fukuoka #3
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KOGA Atsushi | LDP 3x Kishida LEE
YAMAUCHI CDP 4x n/a IR E—
Koichi

The LDP’s KOGA Atsushi, a former finance ministry official, first won Fukuoka-3 and

has won comfortably since winning his first term in 2012. In 2017, facing YAMAUCHI

Koichi, Koga received nearly 60% of the vote — although Yamauchi still managed to win

a PR seat — and polls suggest Koga will again win easily.

CALL: LDP hold

Fukuoka #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MIYAUCHI LDP 3x Nikai TRAER
Hideki
MORIMOTO CDP 0x n/a FRAME XK HR
Shintaro
TAKEUCHI SDP 0x n/a MRERB
Nobuaki
ABE Hiroki Ishin Ox n/a IR DBE

In a four-candidate field, the LDP’s MIYAUCHI Hideki is the clear favorite to win a
fourth term, not least since the entry of the SDP’s TAKEUCHI Nobuaki into the race

could undermine the CDP’s MORIMOTO Shintaro.

CALL: LDP hold

Fukuoka #5
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HARADA LDP 8x Aso FEHERB
Yoshiaki
TSUTSUMI CDP 0x n/a EBAZSH
Kaname
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The LDP’s HARADA Yoshiaki, who has won every post-reform election in Fukuoka-5
save 2009, could be vulnerable to coordination between the CDP and JCP. He took
50.5% of the vote in 2017 against Party of Hope and JCP candidates, with the JCP
receiving 10%. Now, facing only prefectural assembly member TSUTSUMI Kaname, he
is at risk of losing his seat according to the latest polling.

CALL: CDP pickup

Fukuoka #6
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HATOYAMA LDP 2x Nikai el —Bf
Jiro
TANABE Toru CDP 0x n/a i &
KONO Kazuhiro | JCP Ox n/a A EF—2),
KUMAMARU NHK Ox n/a BERL L
Eiji
KUSAKA Independent Ox n/a 4 ¥ AR
Yoshiaki

HATOYAMA Jir0, son of the late HATOYAMA Kunio, won Fukuoka-6 in a 2016 by-
election, again in 2017, and is on track to win a third election by a large margin against

a crowded field.

CALL: LDP hold

Fukuoka #7
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FUJIMARU LDP 3x Kishida BRAE
Satoshi
AOKI Tsuyoshi | CDP 0x n/a BEABZE

FUJIMARU Satoshi succeeded the retiring KOGA Makoto in 2012 and has won
Fukuoka-7 by large margins, reaching 70.5% against a JCP candidate in 2014. While
the CDP’s AOKI Tsuyoshi will run a closer race against Fujimaru, the incumbent is likely

to hold the seat.
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CALL: LDP hold

Fukuoka #8
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ASO Taro LDP 13x Aso R4 K HB
KAWANO JCP 0x n/a SAHEF
Shoko
OSHIMA Kusuo | Reiwa UH 2x n/a KEAMNE

The former prime minister and finance minister will win his seat easily.

CALL: LDP hold

*Fukuoka #9***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MIHARA LDP 8x Takeshita =FEEHE
Asahiko
MAJIMA Shozo | JCP 0x n/a BEEE=
OGATA Rintard | Independent 2X n/a & H MRAER

The LDP’s MIHARA Asahiko defeated OGATA Rintarg, then running as a Party of
Hope candidate, by six points in 2017. Ogata, however, rejected membership in the
various post-DPJ opposition parties but is still running as an independent against
Mihara. Polls show that Ogata enjoys a lead — potentially a considerable lead — against
the veteran LDP incumbent.

CALL: Independent pickup

*Fukuoka #10***
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YAMAMOTO LDP 8x Kishida IARFE=
Ko6z06
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Kll Takashi CDP 3x n/a I H =
NISHIDA Ishin Ox n/a EHEER
Chikara

ONISHI Independent 0x n/a KPE B
Hiromasa

The LDP’'s YAMAMOTO Koz06 defeated the CDP’s KIl Takashi by less than four
points in 2017 — and the JCP took 15.5% of the vote. CDP-JCP coordination in Fukuoka
could doom Yamamoto, even with an Ishin candidate running. While the vote will be
close, Kii could prevail against the incumbent.

CALL: CDP pickup

Fukuoka #11
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKEDA Ryota | LDP 6X Nikai RHEKX
SHIKI Reiko SDP 0x n/a HlE B F
MURAKAMI Independent Ox n/a NEEE
Tomonobu

In 2017, the LDP’s TAKEDA Ryota finished with 55% against MURAKAMI
Tomonobu, running as a Party of Hope candidate, and a SDP candidate. Facing a
similar field this year — except Murakami is running as an independent — the outcome

will look similar.

CALL: LDP hold
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SAGA

Saga #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
HARAGUCHI CDP 8x n/a BEO—1&
Kazuhiro
IWATA LDP 3x n/a =EBENE
Kazuchika

The CDP’s HARAGUCHI Kazuhiro and the LDP’s IWATA Kazuchika have battled for
Saga-1 in three straight elections, with the loser securing a PR seat each time. Iwata
won for the first time in 2012, but Haraguchi regained the seat in 2014 by just over a
percentage point and then won again in 2017 by fourteen points. Haraguchi is likely to
defeat lwata again.

CALL: CDP hold

Saga #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
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OGUSHI Hiroshi | CDP 5x n/a KEEE
FURUKAWA LDP 2X Takeshita =B
Yasushi

The LDP’s FURUKAWA Yasushi defeated OGUSHI Hiroshi in 2014 to win his first
election; Ogushi had previously won a PR seat in 2005 and Saga-2 in 2009 as a DPJ
candidate. However, in 2017, Ogushi turned the tables and defeated Furukawa by three
points. In both 2014 and 2017, the loser won a PR seat. Ogushi will likely hold the seat

this time.

CALL: CDP hold

NAGASAKI

Nagasaki #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NISHIOKA DPFP 1x n/a BEREF
Hideo
HATSUMURA LDP 0x n/a WA E—HER
Takiichiro
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YASUE Ayako

JCP

Ox

n/a

Eoll v

NISHIOKA Hideo, a Party of Hope candidate from a political family, defeated an LDP
incumbent by more than 10,000 votes in 2017, a comfortable victory for a newcomer.
Nishioka will now be defending the seat from the LDP’s HATSUMURA Takiichiro,
previously one of Abe’s secretaries, and will also have to contend with the JCP’s
YASUE Ayako. Polls show, however, that Nishioka’s seat is secure.

CALL: DPFP hold

Nagasaki #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MATSUDAIRA | CDP 1x n/a WEE—
Koichi
KATO Ryusho LDP 0x n/a ERER

KATO Kaniji, the LDP incumbent, announced his retirement earlier this year, citing ill
health. His son, KATO Ryiishd, who has worked as his father’s (and Abe’s) secretary,
was nominated by the LDP to replace him. The younger Kato will face the CDP’s
MATSUDAIRA Koichi, who won a seat in 2017 running solely as a PR candidate in the
Hokuriku-Shinetsu block. Katd’s base looks secure.

CALL: LDP hold

Nagasaki #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TANIGAWA LDP 6X Hosoda AR —
Yaichi
YAMADA CDP 0x n/a L AEZ
Katsuhiko
ISHIMOTO Kaishin-to 0x n/a AR Kz
Hiroyuki
YAMADA Independent Ox n/a L ATER
Hiroshi
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TANIGAWA Yaichi first won Nagasaki-3 in 2003 and, other than losing in 2009, has
held it ever since. In 2017, he received nearly 60% of the vote; in 2014, more than 72%
against a JCP candidate. Facing the CDP’s YAMADA Katsuhiko, the only progressive
alliance candidate, the race has been closer. However, while Yamada will reduce
Tanigawa’s margin of victory, the incumbent is still likely to win.

CALL: LDP hold

***Nagasaki #4***

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KITAMURA LDP 7X Kishida R E
Seigo

SUETSUGU CDP 0x n/a RKRE—E
Seiichi

HAGIWARA Independent 0x n/a KEE
Hiroshi

TANAKA Independent Ox n/a H &S
Takaharu

The LDP’s KITAMURA Seigo is another incumbent vulnerable to both opposition
coordination and a slight shift in the national vote swing. In 2017, he received 50.79% of
the vote against a Party of Hope candidate who took 42.02% -- and a JCP candidate
who took 7.19%. With the opposition united in the district, Kitamura is vulnerable, and
polls suggest that the CDP’s SUETSUGU Seiichi, a former aide to OZAWA Ichirg, is

favored heading into election day.

CALL: CDP pickup

175




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

KUMAMOTO

Kumamoto #1

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KIHARA Minoru | LDP 4x Takeshita KER
HAMADA Daizo | CDP 0x n/a BHEXKE

KIHARA Minoru, who just completed a stint as an aide to former prime minister Suga,
has won by comfortable if not overwhelming margins in Kumamoto-1, reaching a new
peak in 2017 when he took 56.15% facing only a Party of Hope candidate. Facing the
CDP’s HAMADA Daiz0, a prefectural assemblyman running in his first national election,
Kihara should hold his seat by similar margins as in past elections.

CALL: LDP hold

Kumamoto #2
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Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

NODA Takeshi | LDP 16x Ishihara B HZ
HASHIDA JCP 0x n/a BEHBE
Yoshiaki

NISHINO Independent* Ox n/a B AR
Daisuke

Kumamoto-2 is effectively a two-way race between the eighty-year-old NODA
Takeshi, who has served in the Diet since 1972, and NISHINO Daisuke, a forty-three-
year-old former finance ministry official (budget bureau) who previously ran as an
independent against Noda in 2017. Nishino is running on a platform calling for
generational change, and would likely join the LDP if elected. His message appears to
be resonating, however, and polls show that he is leading Noda.

CALL: Independent pickup*

Kumamoto #3

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

SAKAMOTO LDP 6x Ishihara I/AREE
Tetsushi

BABA Kosei SDP 0x n/a B 580
HONMA Akiko NHK 0x n/a ZSFEBE F

The LDP’s SAKAMOTO Tetsushi received more than 70% of the vote in races
against JCP candidates in 2014 and 2017. Running against the SDP’s BABA Kdsei this
year, the result will be similar.

CALL: LDP hold

Kumamoto #4

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

KANEKO LDP 7X Kishida EFHKZ
Yasushi
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YAGAMI CDP 0x n/a xS
Masayoshi

Although the CDP’s YAGAMI Masayoshi won a PR seat finishing second to the
LDP’s KANEKO Yasushi in 2017, Kaneko won with more than 60% of the vote. Newly
appointed justice minister in the Kishida cabinet, Kaneko appears likely to win
comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

OITA

Oita #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KIRA Shaji Independent 5x n/a = RME]
TAKAHASHI LDP 0x n/a =SB 87
Maiko
YAMASHITA JCP 0x n/a TR
Kai
NONAKA Misaki | NHK 0x n/a B rh3EpE

178




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

NISHIMIYA
Shigeki

Independent

Ox

n/a

AEER

The retirement of the LDP’s ANAMI Yoichi, who won in 201 and 2017, has created
an opening for a possible change of hands. The LDP has nominated TAKAHASHI
Maiko, a thirty-three-year-old former journalist. Although the opposition alliance’s
candidate is the JCP’'s YAMASHITA Kai, the most formidable contender is KIRA Shdiji,
who held the seat as a DPJ representative from 2003-2012 and again from 2014-2017.
Kira declined to join either post-DPJ party and is running as an independent, but is

nevertheless well positioned to win.

CALL: Independent pickup

***Qita #2**
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ETO Seishiro LDP 12x Hosoda FTRR1E L BB
YOSHIKAWA CDP 3x n/a FT
Hajime

The LDP’s ETO Seishird has served in the Diet without interruption since 1977, first
in a six-year term in the upper house before first winning election to the House of
Representatives in 1983. He lost Oita-2 in 2009, losing to the SDP’s SHIGENO
Yasumasa by three points, but was revived via PR. He regained the seat in 2012,
running against a new SDF candidate, YOSHIKAWA Hajime, but in subsequent
elections, Yoshikawa steadily closed the gap with Et6 (and winning a PR seat each
time). In 2017, he lost by just over 11 points. Polling has shown a small but consistent
lead for Yoshikawa over the incumbent.

CALL: CDP pickup

Oita #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
IWAYA Takeshi | LDP 8x Aso EER
YOKOMITSU CDP 7X n/a HH{REZ
Katsuhiko

The Qita-3 race looks similar to the QOita-2 race, pitting an established LDP
incumbent, IWAYA Takeshi (a defense minister under Abe), against a former SDP
candidate turned CDP candidate, YOKOMITSU Katsuhiko. The difference is that while
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Yokomitsu has contested the district since 2003, winning outright in 2009 and taking PR
seats in 2003, 2005, and 2018, there is little sense of an upward trajectory in
Yokomitsu’s support. There is little to suggest that he will be able to mobilize more
voters in his favor this time around.

CALL: LDP hold

MIYAZAKI

Miyazaki #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
TAKEI LDP 3x Kishida BRI B
Shinsuke
WATANABE S6 | CDP 0x n/a DAl
TOYAMA lItsuki | Ishin UH 1x n/a LS
WAKITANI Independent Ox n/a Bany =
Noriko
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The LDP’s TAKEI Shinsuke has consistently won Miyazaki-1 by sizable margins,
surpassing 50% in both 2014 and 2017. However, in June 2021, Takei was an
accessory to a hit-and-run incident in Roppongi, as he was the passenger in a car
driven by his government-funded secretary when the secretary struck a bicyclist and
drove on without stopping or proffering aid — and without Takei telling the driver to stop.
The Miyazaki chapter of the LDP announced it would not endorse his candidacy but
they failed to find a replacement and Takei was endorsed by central party headquarters.
The local chapter has informed its supporters that they are free to endorse other

candidates.

As a result, the CDP’'s WATANABE S0, a prefectural assembly member, has
enjoyed a steady lead in the polls leading up to election day.

CALL: CDP pickup

Miyazaki #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
ETO Taku LDP 6X No faction STERR
NAGATOMO DPFP 0x n/a BEXRIES
Shinji

ETO Taku, agriculture minister at the end of the Abe government, has won
consistently in Miyazaki-2 since succeeding his father ETO Takami in 2003, including a
comfortable victory in 2009. He will hold the seat again this year.

CALL: LDP hold

Miyazaki #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
FURUKAWA LDP 6x Takeshita HIEA
Yoshihisa
MATSUMOTO | JCP 0x n/a P AN
Takashi
JUROKUKI NHK 0x n/a EEAREF
Shihei

Facing a JCP candidate from the opposition alliance, the LDP’s FURUKAWA
Yoshihisa, justice minister in the Kishida government, will win reelection comfortably.
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CALL: LDP hold

KAGOSHIMA

Kagoshima #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
KAWAUCHI CDP 6x n/a JINESR
Hiroshi
MIYAJI Takuma | LDP 2x n/a TREE

The CDP’s KAWAUCHI Hiroshi has contested Kagoshima-1 in every election since
1996, winning the district outright in 2009 and 2017 and taking PR seats from 1996 to
2005. His victory in 2017 was by one point over the LDP’s YASUOKA Okiharu, who
passed away in 2019. Therefore, Kawauchi will face a new LDP challenger, MIYAJI
Takuma, who has won two terms running solely on the PR list. The race will
undoubtedly be close, but Kawauchi is the favorite.

CALL: CDP hold
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Kagoshima #2

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

KANEKO LDP 3x Ishihara SFAHEKX
Masuo

MATSUZAKI JCP Ox n/a WISEE
Makoto

MITAZONO Independent 0x n/a =RE
Satoshi

LDP incumbent KANEKO Masuo first won Kagoshima-2 in a 2014 by-election and
then again in the 2014 and 2017 general elections. He faces his first serious electoral
challenge this year from MITAZONO Satoshi, who was Kagoshima'’s governor from
2016 to 2020. Mitazono had been the opposition-backed candidate in the 2016
gubernatorial race, which turned on opposition to the restart of the Sendai nuclear

power plant in the prefecture. In 2020, he earned the support of the LDP and Komeito

for his reelection but fell short in a seven-candidate race. He entered the Kagoshima-2
race despite fierce opposition from the local LDP, which criticized him for betraying the
party after it lended its support in 2020. Polls show that the Kaneko and Mitazono are

running neck-and-neck, but the incumbent may overcome the challenger.

CALL: LDP hold

Kagoshima #3

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)

OSADO LDP 5x Tanigaki group | /NE 25,
Yasuhiro

NOMA Takeshi | CDP 2X n/a R

After failing to win in 2009 as a People’s New Party candidate, NOMA Takeshi
bested an LDP incumbent as a PNP candidate in 2012 and then won again in 2014 as
an independent. In 2017, he ran as a Party of Hope candidate and fell to OSADO
Yasuhiro, who had previously run in Kagoshima-4 before redistricting shifted its

183




NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - PLEASE REQUEST PERMISSION FOR CITATION

boundaries. Osado took 50.41% to Noma'’s 44.38%, but a JCP candidate also took
5.22%. Noma'’s winning history in the constituency and the opposition alliance both
suggest that he has a good chance of retaking the seat; polling seems to confirm it.

CALL: CDP pickup

Kagoshima #4

Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name

PR)

MORIYAMA LDP 6x/UH 1x Ishihara Fx LA
Hiroshi

YONENAGA SDP 0x n/a KKHDF
Atsuko

MIYAGAWA NHK 0x n/a =) EE
Naoki

The LDP’s MORIYAMA Hiroshi took 70% against an SDP challenger in 2017 and
against SDP and JCP challengers in 2014. He will be reelected comfortably.

CALL: LDP hold

OKINAWA
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Okinawa #1
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
AKAMINE JCP 7X n/a FEHE
Seiken
KOKUBA LDP 3x Kishida B8 £ 2 B
Koénosuke
SHIMOJI Mikio | Independent 6x n/a T b B ER

AKAMINE Seiken, the JCP’s only incumbent in a single-member constituency, won
by slender margins in 2014 and 2017 after winning PR seats in 2000, 2003, 2005, and
2012. For the third straight election, he will face the LDP’'s KOKUBA Konosuke, who
won the seat in 2012, and SHIMOJI Mikio, running as an independent this year after
winning PR seats as an Ishin candidate in 2014 and 2017 (and winning as an
independent and PNP candidate in earlier elections). Neither rival is likely to unseat
Akamine this year.

CALL: JCP hold

Okinawa #2
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
MIYAZAKI LDP 3x Takeshita = IF B A
Masahisa
ARAKAKI Kunio | SDP 0x n/a ¥riaF B
YAMAKAWA Ishin 0x n/a NYIE-3:=
Yasuhiro
NAKAMURA NHK 0x n/a PR EH
Yukiya

SDP incumbent TERUYA Kantoku, who had won the district since 2003, announced
his retirement, creating an opportunity for the LDP’s MIYAZAKI Masahisa, who was
elevated to the Diet in a PR seat in 2018 due to the death of the person higher on the
list than him. However, Miyazaki received only 41% of the vote to Teruya’s 59% in 2017,
a strong base for new SDP candidate ARAKAKI Kunio, mayor of Kitanakagushiku
village from 2004 to 2021, to win the seat.

CALL: SDP hold
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Okinawa #3
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
YARA CDP 1x n/a BEREE
Tomohiro
SHIMAJIRI Aiko | LDP UH 2x Takeshita ERELFEF

YARA Tomohiro won Okinawa-3 in a by-election after TAMAKI Denny was elected
as Okinawa’s governor. His opponent in the by-election was SHIMAJIRI Aiko, who had
been an LDP upper house member from 2007-2016, and was actually the sitting
minister for Okinawa affairs when she was defeated in the 2016 upper house election.
Yara defeated her by thirteen points in 2019, and could win by a similar margin in this
year’s election.

CALL: CDP hold

Okinawa #4
Name Party Number of Faction (LDP) | Japanese
(Incumbent; election wins name
PR)
NISHIME LDP 5x Takeshita P EE1E = BB
Kosaburd
KINJO Tooru CDP Ox n/a £ I

NISHIME Kosaburo, given the Okinawan affairs portfolio in the Kishida government,
is the only LDP representative from Okinawa in either house of the Diet. He won the
seat outright in 2017, after previously winning it in 2003, 2005, and 2012. His 2017
victory was slender, only four points over the eighty-year-old incumbent NAKASATO
Toshinobu. Against a new challenger, KINJO Tooru, a former Naha city assembly
member, Nishime is in a tough reelection fight but could still prevail by a slender margin.

CALL: LDP hold
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